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PROCEEDINGS COMMENCED ON MONDAY, 9TH JUNE 2025 AT 2:00 PM,
AS FOLLOWS:

CATHAOIRLEACH: Good afternoon, members. Just take your seats there now. |
just want to check with those online to see can they hear us? If there's anyone
online, a councillor online, you might come on and let us know. Perfect. That's
great. Thank you. Helen, I'll ask you to do a roll call, please.

MS PURCELL: Okay. I would like to welcome everybody to the chamber and
those who are online. If the Elected Members keep their cameras on please and if
everybody else keep their cameras off and their microphones off. Thank you very
much.

Councillor Danny Alvey?

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Mark Barry?

COUNCILLOR BARRY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Joe Behan?

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Sylvester Bourke?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Present.

MS PURCELL.: Present. Councillor Melanie Corrigan?

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Avril Cronin?

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Present.

MS PURCELL.: Present. Councillor Erika Doyle?

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Here.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Malachai Duddy?

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Anseo.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Gail Dunne? Councillor Louise Fenelon
Gaskin?

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Orla Finn?

COUNCILLOR FINN: Present.

MS PURCELL.: Present. Councillor Pat Fitzgerald?

COUNCILLOR FITZGERALD: Present.
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MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Tom Fortune?
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Patsy Glennon?
COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Present.

MS PURCELL.: Present. Councillor Pat Kennedy?
COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Shane Langrell?
COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Present.

MS PURCELL.: Present. We have apologies from Councillor Peir Leonard.
Councillor Pat Mahon?

COUNCILLOR MAHON: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Jason Mulhall?
COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Present.

MS PURCELL: We have apologies from Councillor Miriam Murphy. Councillor
lan Neary?

COUNCILLOR NEARY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Dermot O'Brien?
COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Anseo.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Paul O'Brien?
CATHAOIRLEACH: Present.

MS PURCELL.: Present. Councillor Gerry O'Neill?
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Here.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Warren O'Toole?
COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Graham Richmond?
COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Lourda Scott?
COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Here.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor John Snell?
COUNCILLOR SNELL: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Peter Stapleton?
COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Stephen Stokes?
COUNCILLOR STOKES: Present.
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MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Ned Whelan?

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Present. And Councillor Caroline Winstanley?

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Just before 1 go on to condolences, | want to welcome
Councillor Behan back. It is great to see you, Joe, and it is great to see you have
made a full recovery. I just hope | am saying that at 5 o'clock!

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: | have been warned to take it calmly today. 1 will.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I am only joking. It is great to see you back. | am not sure if
he is online, but | also want to express our sincere support for Councillor Gail
Dunne. Gail, as we all know, had another serious operation on Wednesday. | am
glad to say he is doing well. 1 spoke to him on Saturday. | am sure you can join me
in wishing Gail speedy recovery and we hope to see him back sooner rather than
later.

So one last announcement before | go on to the condolences. | want to congratulate
Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin on the birth of her first grandson, Donnacha, who

arrived yesterday. So congratulations, Councillor.

We'll go on to condolences there now. If anyone has any. Councillor Fortune.
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. I'd just like to pass
condolences to the Macauley family, on the sad passing of Paddy who passed away
in the last few days. So | would extend our sympathies to the extended family.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. I have one as well. | want to offer
my sincere condolences to my colleague and good friend here Councillor Stokes on
the sad passing of his uncle Bill Stokes who was originally from Greystones. He
was a well-renowned solicitor, having worked on the Norris case that was
ground-breaking for civil rights in Ireland. He was also a proud member of the
Wexford Labour Party. And our condolences to the Stokes family, including, as |
say, Councillor Stokes. Councillor Bourke.

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Cathaoirleach, I'm not sure did we pass sympathies on
the death of Bill O'Connell? | don't think we did. At the last meeting? I think he

passed away on the day of our meeting.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: He did, yeah.

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: So I would like to propose a vote of sympathy to his
family. He was a great man, highly respected, universally liked in this chamber and
beyond, nationally as well, and he had a tremendous career as a general practitioner
in Arklow, and he certainly taught me a lot here as a young councillor. 1 looked up
to him as a mentor, because he was never in any way devious, he was always a very
objective person who was there to help everybody. And | have nothing but the
height of respect and great memories of meeting him and travelling around the
country to various conferences from time to time with him as well. And he had great
anecdotes about everybody from all over the country, all sorts of characters. It was
always a pleasure and a joy to have spent time in his company. May he rest in peace.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you for that, Councillor. I am sure we all share in that
sympathy as well. Councillor Gerry O'Neill.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Yeah, I'd like to express my sympathy to three people of
the lakeside there, just in Lackan. Some tragedy. Within the past week John
Holmes, John Hennessy and Seamus McDonnell, the three of them died this week,
so I'd like to express my sympathies to the family of those three people.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Erika Doyle.
COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Just to the family of young Dylan
Leonard who tragically passed recently and was a pupil of Pres Bray, and the family,
as we know, have been suffering huge tragic events even before the loss of Dylan
and just to say, I'm sure I speak on behalf of all of us to say that we hold Dylan's
family with us and support them in any way we can and we're all thinking of them at
this time and into the future. Thank you, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Avril Cronin.
COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Thank you very much. I'd just like to pay our deepest
sympathies to the family of Paul Costigan from Kiltegan, to his mother Anne and his
stepfather Damien and to his brother and his sisters on his sad passing. Paul's
stepfather Damien is chair of Wicklow County Board, and | know the family are held
in very high regard in the Kiltegan. | would like to pass on my sympathies.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Glennon.

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I'd like to be associated
with those people as well that have passed on in tragic circumstances in some cases:

John Holmes, Seamus McDonnell and Séan Hennessy. | just want to be associated
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with those. And Damien Byrne's son as well.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Helen, have we any staff?

MS PURCELL: Yes. We extend our sympathies to the families of Michael
Nicholson Senior, father of our colleague Michael Nicholson; Ina Fridenberga, sister
of our colleague Skai Jasevica; Seamus Walker, father of our colleague James
Walker; and we also send our sympathies to the family of our former colleague John
Holmes.

CATHAOIRLEACH: I would ask you to rise for a moment's silence please.

(Moment of silence.)

MS PURCELL: May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in peace.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Helen. I have one request for a suspension of
standing orders proposed by Councillor Gerry O'Neill, seconded by Councillor Snell.
Suspension standard of orders are: "To call on the Council to oppose the application
by Avon, Blessington to the Department to provide international protection
accommodation at Avon, Burgage, Blessington. If granted, it could remove access
on the present shared driveway to the Blessington Greenway which would require a
new entrance/roadway and could impinge on the lands where planning has been

granted for 106 new social houses."

| propose to take this at half 4 if that is agreed. Agreed? (Agreed.) Thank you.
Councillor Stokes.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I just want to express
congratulations to the Bray Greystones Chess Club who recently were promoted
back to Division 1, the highest league in Leinster and is widely considered the most
difficult chess competition in Ireland. | want to wish Pat Reynolds, the team captain,
and all the squad the very best for the upcoming meeting.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. You might pass on our
congratulations as well. 1 know you are a great advocate for the chess community.
Okay. We'll go on to the agenda. Item number 1: To confirm and sign minutes of
ordinary meeting of Wicklow County Council held Monday, 12th May 2025. You

should all have a copy attached. Proposed? Councillor Pat Fitzgerald. Seconded?
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Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin. Agreed? (Agreed.)

Item number 2: To consider the disposal of 0.0050 hectares or thereabouts in the
townland of Bray being the property known as 30 Connolly Square, Bray, County
Wicklow to Fiona Hayes. Proposed? Councillor Dermot O'Brien. Seconded?

Councillor Melanie Corrigan. Agreed? (Agreed.) Thank you.

Item number 3: To consider the disposal of 0.046 hectares or thereabouts in the
townland of Bray being the property known as 29 Connolly Square, Bray, County
Wicklow to Susan Jasper. Proposed? Councillor Dermot O'Brien. Seconded?
Councillor Melanie Corrigan. Agreed? (Agreed.) Thank you.

Item number 4: To consider the disposal of 176 square metres or thereabouts
situated at the Science Laboratory Building, Wicklow County Campus in the
townland of Newrath, Rathnew, County Wicklow by way of a two-year lease
commencing on the 9th June 2025 to Ms Caoimhe Doyle, 128 Kindlestown Park,
Greystones, County Wicklow (as per notice previously circulated). Proposed?
Councillor Stephen Stokes. Seconded? Councillor Orla Finn. Are we agreed?
(Agreed.) Thank you.

Item number 5: To consider the disposal of 18 square meters or thereabouts situated
at Clermont House, Wicklow County Campus, in the town of Newrath, Rathnew,
County Wicklow, by way of a one-year lease commencing on the 26th June 2025 to
Teagasc, Oak Park, Carlow, R93 XE12 (as per notice previously circulated). | am
happy enough to propose this. Do we have a seconder? Councillor Shane Langrell.
Agreed? (Agreed.) Thank you.

Item number 6: To consider the disposal 97 square metres or thereabouts situated at
Clermont House, Wicklow County Campus, in the townland of Newrath, Rathnew,
County Wicklow by way of a three-year lease commencing on the 1st July 2025 to
Uisce Eireann (as per notice previously circulated). Can | have a proposer?
Councillor Graham Richmond. Seconder? Councillor Shane Langrell? Are we

agreed? (Agreed.) Thank you
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Item number 7: To consider the disposal of 0.2514 hectares or thereabouts in the
townland of Templelyon Upper being the property known as Templelyon Upper,
Redcross, County Wicklow to Martin and James Maher. Proposed by Pat Fitzgerald.
Seconded by Pat Kennedy. Agreed? (Agreed.) Thank you very much.

Item number 8: To consider and adopt Wicklow County Council Flag Policy which
was discussed at last month's CPG. Helen, would you like to do by way of
introduction, please.

MS PURCELL.: Just to say to the members we get quite a number of requests during
the year to fly different flags. We don't have a policy. So it is proposed to put a
policy in place. The policy has gone before the Management Team, and it went to
the Corporate Policy Group back in June. There was a lot of discussion on it at the
Corporate Policy Group meeting and there wasn't an agreement in relation to the full
policy as it is before you. There were a number of discussions in relation to
paragraph number 7, "Other Flags" in particular the Pride flag and the flag of
Palestine and whether or not they should be included in the policy or whether they
should be covered by "no guest flag will fly for more than seven days in any month
or more than once in any year". The CPG asked that the policy would come to the
full Council for discussion and for agreement. So it is open to the floor to make any
comments that you have in relation to it.

CATHAOIRLEACH: So if anyone has any comments or changes that they want to
bring. Councillor O'Neill?

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Yeah. What is the position now with flags? | was
coming in here earlier, and | think there were five or six poles up there. What is the
situation? | can understand, | have expressed my views here before on the Pride flag,
but we have the same issues in the municipal district whether we fly them or whether
we don't or whether we have flag poles or whatever, you know. It's a touchy subject,
because once you talk about it, you know, you can be branded this, that or the other,
you know. But I'm on record before, like other -- at least another councillor here,
that some people would have issues with -- not with the gay end of the flag, but on
the transgender end. And also, | have been reading other stuff that you will be
dealing with, Helen, about putting pedestrian crossings and whatever, you know. |
think that should be all cleared up once and for all. There will be no animosity

towards the gay community whatsoever, but as regards the discrimination against
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women, as | pointed out before, with the transgender bit | think that's there for
debate, and it is something that | don't support in flying a flag that would
discriminate against women.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. I just want to say that this is the idea
of the flag policy that we are doing. As long as | am in this chamber, | know it is my
last meeting here but, there will be no one branded in this chamber for expressing
their opinion. Everyone is entitled to their opinion. You mightn't necessarily agree
with that opinion, but everyone is entitled to express it. Councillor Lourda Scott.
COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. It would be nice if we just
kept discussions to the actual topic that's on the agenda and not going off on side
tracks. My comment just on the flag policy, and I think it is welcome, is sort of my
previous understanding about decisions around the flying of flags was that they were
taken by a protocol group, and | am just wondering why that's -- my understanding
from the policy is that the decisions around the flags flying will be taken now by the
CPG, and I just wonder why that has shifted. | think I would prefer to see it sit with
the protocol group. My other question is: | wasn't quite clear form reading this
about exceptional cases as we have experienced over the past couple of years, with
Ukraine and Gaza, that is there a mechanism for motions still being brought to the
full Council in these sort of exceptional cases where we might want as a county to
fly a flag to show support?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. 1 am going to do it in sets of threes.
Councillor Stokes.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Go raibh maith agat, Cathaoirleach. 1 just want to say,
commend everybody who has worked on it. You know, it's really important to have
a lot of clarity in this issue and I certainly welcome the flag policy, and | am happy
to propose it.

CATHAOIRLEACH: As is? I will just ask Helen to come back in with a couple of
the queries that were put there.

MS PURCELL.: Just to answer a number of questions that were raised. In relation to
Councillor O'Neill, the policy at the moment is that requests will come into the CPG,
which is the replaced protocol group, the protocol group and CPG amalgamated, and
if there is an additional flagpole in a municipal district or at a building then it can be
considered to raise a flag where there is still space to put up the Irish flag and county

flag. There was an agreement previously by protocol and CPG in relation to the
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Palestinian flag, and in particular CPG have asked for guidance and would like a
policy in relation to the flags that would cover all flags. Then, yes, the Protocol
Committee has been replaced by the CPG. All requests will still go to the Corporate
Policy Group but of course it will be open to the Corporate Policy Group if they
wanted to refer it on to the full Council, but they would take the vast majority of
decisions in relation to flags in accordance with this policy if it is adopted or as it is
adopted. Members can still bring a motion for an additional -- as you say, if there is
an additional flag, that can still be considered. Absolutely.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Snell, I see you want to come in online.
COUNCILLOR SNELL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Just in regards to this policy, |
welcome the discussion around and | think the failure is of not having a Protocol
Committee. Firstly, protocol committees have been done away with since the
formation of this term, and it now falls on the hands of the Corporate Policy Group.
And unfortunately, as we know, Wicklow County Council, and it's no different to
any other local authority in the country, but Wicklow is unique in that it's a 50/50
split within the chambers and yet the Corporate Policy Group is made up of 95% of
50% of the Council chambers. That's politics. The chairs of the Strategic Policy
Committees make up the Corporate Policy Group. The protocol was a very fair
committee. It basically was 15/16 members right across the political landscape
within the Council chambers where it was discussed, not just flag policies or
anything else, every other request that comes before the Council or any concerns that
councils might have had was discussed at protocol. It is now being borne out
unfortunately. 1 know through the Corporate Policy Group that written
correspondence was sent into the Council asking for the Palestinian flag to be taken
down. And while I know we live in a cruel world, unfortunately, a world where
some people have no sort of moral standing in regards to what's happening on the
ground throughout the world, for someone to write in and feel that it's offensive to
fly the Palestinian flag on Wicklow County Council is beyond belief. | commend the
Corporate Policy Group members for putting it back to 32 members. | think, Helen,
as administrator maybe we could dig out the correspondence of when the Palestinian
flag was flown by the previous Council and all the debate on that, and | think it
would be very helpful to send it out to all 32 councillors. | welcome the flying of
flags and requests coming in. | think it is great we now have extra poles within

Wicklow County Council, you know, but I do think we're missing the Corporate
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Policy Group. Ithink it is something that as we go along as 32 councillors there's
going to be other issues, and I think we could have that conversation in-house before
it gets to an open chambers like this where we discuss issues or potential issues. It's
no fault of anybody within Wicklow County Council, it's just the way it's happened,
but herein lies the problem. As I say, | welcome the debate, but I do think that, you
know, so long as the people of Palestine are being treated unfairly and unfairly is a
very mild word to use under the circumstances, | would be supportive of the
Palestinian flag being flown over Wicklow County Council buildings until such time
as common sense prevails. Thanks, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Just for the record, | suppose because
| want to keep things honest here, is that it was discussed at the CPG last month and
it was the consensus of the entire CPG to bring it to this chamber here because we
felt it was important. But just in terms of the make-up of the CPG it is not 90%. |
know the chamber is technically split 50/50 but it is not split 50/50 in CPG. You're
probably talking 60/40, so it is near enough a 50/50 split there in CPG as well so just
for the record. Councillor Dermot O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Can I just clarify --

CATHAOIRLEACH: Sorry, Dermot.

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Sorry, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Go ahead, Councillor Snell.

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Just regards the 60/40 split, | don't believe that was
factually true. And I wasn't discussing truth at all in this. | was making the point
that the AGM of last year, 12 months ago, was a 50/50 split within the chambers as
everybody knows and my understanding is, apart from Councillor Fortune, who was
part of the 50% that lost out on the drawing of the lots that day, everyone was chosen
from the other side, i.e. the side that you was on, so if there's six SPCs and there's
only one side --

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Snell, I'm not calling you a liar, by the way. I'm
just trying to give you the facts. Things have changed since the AGM since last
year, and changed very quickly, with the General Election. We now have Councillor
Glennon and Councillor Fitzgerald also joined CPG. So | am not trying to get into a
debate about 60/40 but that is the fact, that it is 60/40 at the moment because of the
people that joined. Councillor Joe Behan. Oh, Dermot, | beg your pardon.
COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Forget about me Cathaoirleach, it's okay!
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Not at all.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Thanks a mil. | tend to -- yeah, having
experienced the Protocol Committee myself as a member | think it felt like a more
representative, in that a Joe Soap councillor could be on the protocol and be part of
decision-making, so | think that was a strength. So it is unfortunate that it is not
around, because we have to rely on the CPG to represent our views in a way, which
is grand because we take a responsibility for making sure our voices are present there
if we can. One thing in the policy that stands out for me, Cathaoirleach, is the
review piece. And it kind of suggests that it can only be reviewed by the senior
executive officer and organisational directive. So again, | don't feel like I'm part of
the review process as an elected rep. So | don't know whether that can be added in or
whether there is an assurance that any type of review will include the views of the
members. And again, how it is designed, how it is rolled out is fine, but I'd like to
feel that | am named as someone who can contribute to a review, if that's okay.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: That's why we are bringing it here, because we wanted people
to have an input into it. That's why it was felt at CPG to bring it here to make sure
that all 32 of us have an input. Councillor Behan.

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Thanks for your good wishes as
well. 1think this is a very worthwhile debate that we're having at the moment and
for a couple of reason. The first one is the fact we don't have a Protocol Committee,
but we never agreed not to have a Protocol Committee; it just never appeared on the
agenda at the AGM. And I think we should have one. And | am happy to propose
that we re-establish the Protocol Committee as and from today, and that will do away
with the idea that a group that is largely dominated by one particular sector of the
Council but also the officials of the Council, that it will be replaced by a
representative body across the entire elected representatives. | never saw anywhere
that any Local Government Act said that we can't have a Protocol Committee and |

think this is a perfect reason to have one.

The second one, even more importantly I think is the fact that the guidelines in
relation to how the tricolour, our national flag, are to be displayed and handled are
very, very important. And what you see more often than not now is complete

disrespect for the national flag. At certain events, certain demonstrations, certain
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occasions, you know where if they're not organised by a body emanating from the
State there is a serious risk of disrespect to the flag that represents all of us. And |
think it is very worthwhile reading the recommendations and | want to thank the

officials for the research they've done on that.

With regards the tricolour and our own national flag could I also state, and I have
asked before this, the main offices in Bray, the biggest town in the county, we don't
have a tricolour, because we don't own the building, because we sold it off, and |
think the priority should be going forward that we have a tricolour at the

headquarters of Bray Municipal District as a matter of urgency.

In relation to the contentious points, | understand people's views and | accept their
concerns and so on, and | think what is being proposed, if you like, in the policy is a
reasonable reflection of not only what the councillors might feel but also generally
what the people of the county might feel. And let's face it, we're only here because
the people put us here. | think there's a reasonable effort to be inclusive and to
acknowledge the suffering of the people of Gaza in particular with regards to the
Palestinian flag, but the point that I consistently have to make about this is when the
absolutely horrific savagery that was visited on innocent Israeli people on the 7th
October 23, when that happened, no one suggested putting up the Israeli flag. So if
we're going to have fairness and we're going to have equality and we're going to have
fair consideration for everybody in the country or in the world, the question has to be
asked: Is there a monopoly on the suffering? The people who died as a result of
Hamas murders that happened on that day they're never remembered here in the
chamber as far as | can see. So | see there's a danger if we're specifying the
Palestinian flag without any reference even to the suffering of innocent Israelis and
Jewish people in history, we need to be careful about that. However, | do accept the
feelings of the members here and the feelings of people in this country are
completely they're abhorred by what is going on in Gaza at the moment, so | do think
it is an effort to balance | suppose how we show we feel about these matters. And on
that basis, Cathaoirleach, 1 am quite happy to accept and vote for the policy but
subject to the few points that | made that maybe could be looked at at some stage.
But | want to reiterate my proposal to reinstate the Protocol Committee today.

Thank you.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Just in terms of the protocol, and I will come to you in a
second, Councillor O'Neill, CPG is not made up of a closed shop. There's five
parties and two independents. So it is a broad church there and there is a broad
discussion. But it was felt by all of us on the day because of the sensitivities around
the flags at the moment, God forbid what's happening over in Palestine, that's why
we brought it here today. And we do know, and we do recognise it is a sensitive
issue and deserves to be treated with sensitivity and not bringing politics into it, and
that's why | am affording this opportunity to have this discussion, and | welcome it
because | know people’s depth of feeling on it. Councillor O'Neill.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, | just want to point out |
definitely don't agree with Joe there on the Israeli stuff. Long before Hamas were
ever thought of, the people of Palestine were being slaughtered left, right and centre.
COUNCILLOR BEHAN: What about the Second World War, Gerry? The
Holocaust?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Sorry, | asked for --

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Could I just say that I am a supporter of the Palestinian
people, and I'm sickened, like the whole country is, by what the Zionists are doing.
It is not Jews. | have known Jewish people in my day, and they are good people.
But this is Zionists' slaughter of women and children. The most cowardly form of

killing you could ever think of. Rotten to the core.

But could I say on the other issue on the flag there that maybe there could be a
compromise as regards the flying of the flag. People have said it to me before,
whether it be the cancer support groups or autism a lady said to me the other day, so
instead of any particular group, like the Pride group, holding a flagpole for a month
would it not be a better idea to put before the Protocol Committee maybe a weekend,
that everybody has a share? Otherwise we'll probably end up with flag poles around
the whole building here if we don't manage it in some way. So | would absolutely
propose that this Protocol Committee when it is back in place that they consider
maybe just two or three days for a group, whether it be Pride or whether it be the
ICA or the UDA, whatever it be, before we end up --

CATHAOIRLEACH: I don't think we're going to get the UDA flag up here now.
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Sorry, no, no. IFA | meant to say.
CATHAOIRLEACH: IFA. We'll clarify what you went so.
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COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Yes. I absolutely clarify that in a big way. No, the IFA
there.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: But I think that could be a way out of this, you know.
That we just allow a weekend instead of the full month. Ithink it's a little over the
top for a full month for anyone to have the flag. But I'd agree with Councillor Behan
there, that I'm surprised that the tricolour, which is the flag of the country is not
flying. | presume there's no other flags flying in Bray. But the tricolour should be
flying.

CATHAOIRLEACH: I know there was a suggestion at CPG that, and | can't
remember who brought it up, why are we including any flag specifically. As that we
take the Pride and Palestinian flag out of the equation, why are we singling out two
flags? And I think the general concession on the day -- or discussion on the day, not
consensus, was: Why are we specifically naming two flags in a flag policy when
we're actually talking about a wider subject here and it's all flags? But, Councillor
Scott, I'll let you in there if you want.

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Yeah, I just wanted to make a point of clarification for the
record as not all councillors were elected in the last term, just on some of the points
Councillor Behan made. The Palestinian flag was flown on the back of a motion that
was brought to the Council chamber last year, 2024, before the new Council was
formed. That motion was brought by a large group of concerned citizens in the
county. It was voted on in the chamber and voted on democratically. There's
nothing to stop any member of the public contacting any councillor here to suggest
raising the Israeli flag or any other flag. So that needs to be made clear. It wasn't
like a unilateral decision was made to crank up the Palestinian flag. It was discussed
and debated, and Councillor Behan is obviously more than welcome to bring any
motion around any flag that he so wishes.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Doyle.

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Just very briefly, just something I
have to address, because | was getting confuddled there by Councillor Snell's 95% of
the 50% of the for and against, or whatever he was talking about. | probably speak
for a lot of us in the chamber when | say | am not part of any percent of anything,
and I sit on CPG and I'm not part of any large party or any movement within the

chamber, and I sit there with | think members of most of the political parties
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represented in this chamber. So to say that there is some kind of two side situation in
this chamber is a nonsense. | think Councillor Snell himself chaired an SPC for

many, many years.

Anyway just getting on to the flag policy. I think we do need policies on things like
this. We did discuss this in CPG, and I think that most of it is just kind of crossing
the Ts and dotting the Is on things that we know already around the Irish flag and
stuff like that. And as mentioned I think it is the other flag section that is maybe not
problematic but a little confusing. So one of the things I raised | suppose at CPG
was the issue that you mentioned, which is if we are having a policy -- and just to try
and move away from the very emotive aspect of the flags concerned, if we are
having a policy why are we naming any specific flags, | mean any flags at all?
Surely the policy should cover the behaviour of all and any flags and should be kind
of neutral in that regard. In that if there is a policy and there is a request we deal
with the request.

| suppose | am still a little confused as well about that it said it won't consider
requests made around political and religious movements, and | suppose | would
move most flag requests as falling into one of those categories at least. Outside of
maybe charitable events or something like that | think most requests we get are going
to be based on political or religious movements that are current. And that can
change obviously depending on what's going on in the world. So I suppose really
what | am asking is the usefulness of the policy if, and you can correct me on this, or
clarify this, if a motion from the floor can override it. Can it? And if it can, | would
question the effectiveness of a policy. And ultimately, if that motion comes in, we
vote for it in this chamber but if a private request comes in it's at the discretion of the
CPG,; is that correct? Because then it just seems like there's several avenues to a flag
being flown and that just leaves me being a little confused. Thank you, Chair.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. | am going to ask Helen to come in. But just in
fairness to Councillor Snell, I see he's online, and | feel | have to kind of defend his
position. | don't think he meant this as breaking up into groups. I think what he
meant was the way the voting went last AGM. And I'm sure he wasn't casting any
aspersions on people that way. So I think, John, I would be right in saying that, that

you were basically aligning it to the way people voted last year more so, an
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ideology?

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. It's quite simple. The AGM
in 2024, Fine Gael, the Greens, Social Democrats, Labour and a minority of
Independents controlled the Council due to what happened at the AGM. Fianna Fail,
Sinn Féin and Ireland First and a large portion of Independents lost out on the day. It
is not mind-boggling, it's not something you would need to go to college to
understand. It was a 50/50 split. It was decided by a lot. And that's the way it was.
It's still 50/50. Maybe next week at the AGM it could be a 70/30, who knows. But |
am just making the point at the AGM, and | thank you for clarifying.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I was clarifying that. And you do accept it has changed since
the AGM of last year obviously, but | did feel it important to clarify the position.
Helen, do you want to answer those queries.

MS PURCELL: Yeah, quite a lot of issues raised. Councillor Snell, we can
circulate the details of the notice of motion that was passed. As Councillor Scott
said it was before the new Council. That can be sent around. We are very careful
with the tricolour, Councillor Behan, and there are a whole set of guidelines that our
facility staff have. It gets taken down every night. We don't have a light on it. In
relation Councillor O'Neill to how long a flag would fly, it says: "No guest flag
would fly for more than seven days in any month or no more than once in any year."
So no flag, no matter what guest flag it is, would fly for more than a week in
accordance with the policy that's proposed. | will look into the flagpole situation in
Bray now that | am acting manager up there. 1 will have a look at that. And in
relation to who approves, it is CPG. It will be listed on the agenda for the
consideration and for the approval of the Corporate Policy Group. So they would
have the decision in relation to what flags fly. If they're not comfortable making that
decision they can refer it onto the full Council. And if anybody has a request in
relation to a flag that can go to CPG. And there was one other, oh, in relation to the
policy review, we can change that, that the corporate policy flag will be reviewed by
the senior executive officer organisational development as required and brought to
full Council for approval.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Before I move on, Councillor Doyle, are you proposing to
take out the two sentences about the Pride flag and the Palestinian flag? | want to
make sure we -- just bear with me. Go ahead.

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: | mean, Cathaoirleach, it's a hell of a thing to do to to
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remove two flags that mean such a huge and are so representative of so many
people’s concerns so that's not really what it was about. | suppose it was just more
about the fact that, you know, a couple of years ago that maybe would have been
Ukraine. It is just | suppose to have an approach that fits everything rather than a
situation-specific approach. That was really what my question was around. Can I
clarify one more thing as well?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Of course you can.

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: If the motion comes in from the floor to fly a flag will
that motion, will that go to --

CATHAOIRLEACH: It has to go to CPG first.

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: That will go to CPG. So a vote can't be called on that?
No. It hasto go to CPG?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Yes. And if they don't agree it will come here. Councillor
Fortune.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, discussions like this
obviously can for all kinds of reasons | suppose get emotional, but in the aims of the
policy we refer to the values, and by and large | think the policy is a good one, we
talk about values, and then when you go down then to item 7 which is "Other Flags",
people I know have read all this, but I just think timing in any aspect of life to me
can be very important, and for us to take a decision, say, today that, for example,
we're going to take down the Palestinian flag and put it up in some different way |
just think that it certainly impacts aspects of my values, and | would just think that
would be the wrong thing to do. And when I read the policy, when it came out, | just
happened to hear an interview on RTE of the Palestinian ambassador, somebody of
that nature, being interviewed and halfway through the interview the individual
basically broke down in tears which was harrowing to listen to, and it was basically
because of the amount of women and children and innocent men that are being
killed. So I would personally have extreme difficulty in saying yeah, let's take down
that flag. It is aterrible situation. There are terrible situations going on in other
areas as well, but this is something being beamed in everyone's room day and night.
| suppose in the context of saying what I've just said, I am inclined to also think that
maybe it would be better maybe going forward if we did have a Protocol Committee
rather than the way we recently structured it. | think it just might be better all round.

That is my personal take on what | am listening to. But | certainly wouldn't vote



O 00 N o uu b W N -

w W W W W N N N N N N N N NN P R PR R R R R R
A W N P O O 0 N O L B W N P O O 0O N O U B W N —» O

9 June 2025 18

today for taking down the Palestine flag.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Finn.

COUNCILLOR FINN: So I suppose personally | feel that there should be no flags
flown at County Buildings outside of the Irish or the EU flags. I think national flags
are a national issue for Central Government to set a policy on and by picking one
campaign or flag over another | do feel that we open the Council to accusations of
favouring one campaign over the other. Personally I think if we are going to fly a
flag I think that flag should be the UN flag as its policies and statements are
universally accepted. And | would also support having a Protocol Committee as
suggested by Joe Behan, Councillor Behan. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: You're welcome.

MS PURCELL.: I suppose just to clarify, the idea of the policy is that all flags, all
guest flags are equal, no one flag would fly for more than seven days and that would
apply to all guest flags, be it the Pride flag, the Palestinian flag or any other flag. So
just to clarify that.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay. We are finished with the speakers, and we have a
decision to make. In terms of the Protocol Committee, that's not a decision for
today. | am trying to get what's on the agenda through, and | am sure the next
Cathaoirleach will have no problem putting protocol maybe on the agenda.
COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Why not, Chairman?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Can I just get through what I have here, Joe? And what |
have here on the agenda today is a flag policy. So can I get the flag policy -- and |
have no problem debating it, Joe. You know me by now. I'm not going to silence
anyone here. But | do want to concentrate on what we have --

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: How many flags are flying outside at the moment?
CATHAOIRLEACH: Four. The Palestinian, the Pride, the Irish flag and the
Wicklow flag. And as | say | am in your hands. Councillor O'Brien.
COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Thanks, Cathaoirleach, and sorry to prolong.
It feels like there is a decision -- like, the spirit of the equity of status outside of the
Irish flag that's sitting in the policy has merit, but I think to build on what Councillor
Fortune has said we're also deciding to take down the Palestinian flag by this
decision. And again, | would have an equal amount of discomfort around that. It's
not just -- we're not starting from scratch, we're in the midst of something and I think

the symbolism of taking down that flag in the context of what's happening right now
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| think creates a lot of discomfort for me anyway. So | wouldn't be able to support
the policy if it means that the Palestinian flag gets removed today. Thanks.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. From my point of view, | wouldn't like to be the
first Council to take down the Palestinian flag in the midst of what's going on in
Palestine, and | am sure we all condemn, by the way, what happened on the 7th
October and obviously we all equally condemn the genocide that's going on in
Palestine and I certainly wouldn't be in favour of taking down the Palestinian flag
based on this policy, but we do have a policy in front of us that | would like to get
through if I can and if it means compromise or change so be it. That is what we put
it out here for discussion for. | have a proposer and a seconder. The policy as it
stands, you know. Do we have anyone to change anything within that policy? Is
there any proposer? Councillor Fortune.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Yeah, | wasn't expecting it to go down this avenue, but
just to come back to what I said. | didn't realise we had a proposer and seconder at
this stage, but we have. So | would propose that we leave the Palestinian flag in
position. | think it would be -- the way | look at the world it would be immoral to
remove it at this moment in time.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Snell. I might have been wrong there. We have a
proposer anyway. We mightn't have a seconder, but we do have a proposer.
Councillor Snell.

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. I think it is unfortunate that
the democratically taken vote of 2024, which was highly discussed as Councillor
Scott as alluded to, it was a total separate debate and a one-issue debate.
Unfortunately this policy seems to be coupling in the changing of what was voted on
at that time and I think if you're talking about taking down the Palestinian flag it
should be a one-item agenda as well as it was at that time. Because realistically
anyone who spoke at that, and all 32 councillors at that time spoke, realistically it is
going to be very hard to support this policy based on what you're proposing today
through no fault of your own, because this is deemed as a guest flag but in reality it
was a highly discussed issue, and everyone made their feelings known at the time
and their feelings hasn't changed. | couldn't support this flag policy, although I want
it, I couldn't support taking down the Palestinian flag. | would never ever agree to
that, unfortunately.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Helen, do you want to clarify something?
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MS PURCELL: Yes, just to clarify in relation to the Palestinian flag and the notice
of motion that was passed, it was to be reviewed monthly by the protocol, which is
now the Corporate Policy Group, which we will get to in a minute, but it was to be
reviewed monthly, and the Corporate Policy Group aren't comfortable making that
decision in the absence of a flag policy. So that was the basis for a flag policy being
drafted in the first instance. So the decision wasn't taken to put the Palestinian flag
up indefinitely. It was to be reviewed monthly.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Scott.

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Yeah, no, and I'm aware that there was a commitment
given to review the placement of the Palestinian flag at the time and | understand the
reasons for that. It's sad that that situation hasn't in any way, shape or form looked as
if it is moving towards a place of resolution. Again | would have to concur with my
colleagues here, | can't support this flag policy today if it means the Palestinian flag
would be removed. However, | suppose when | read the flag policy it seemed to me
that it was only going to be applicable to sort of guest flags that would be raised
following the policy being adopted and wouldn't be applicable to flags currently
being up on the poles. But as it stands, as | said, | couldn't support it.
COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Chairman.

CATHAOIRLEACH: I have Councillor O'Neill first and then I'll let you in, Joe.
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Could I just say briefly there, under no circumstances
would I agree to take the Palestinian flag down. | think we would be morally
bankrupt. 1 think the majority of the people in this room here would support the
flying of the Palestinian flag. And I believe the majority of the people who work on
the premises would believe that that flag should not be removed at this time. We
would be morally bankrupt.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Can I propose something, because we're at a little bit of an
impasse here, sorry for interrupting, and I will let you in Councillor Behan in a
second. We've two flags up at the moment outside the policy because they went up
before the policy was -- unless | am wrong here, but | am trying to --
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Are there new flag poles or what is the situation? How
many flags poles --

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor O'Neill, can I just give my proposal? 1 think you
might actually like it. In the sense that the two flags that are up at the moment stay

up because they were put up before this policy will be enacted, and then obviously
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there is what we've just read out there a few minutes ago, that they be reviewed
monthly which we agreed to at the moment.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: What two flags are you talking about? I'm mixed up
with what's up and what's down.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Four flags that are there stay up. We're not taking them
down.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: So leaving the Wicklow flag and the tricolour up?
CATHAOIRLEACH: Yeah, and the Palestinian flag and the Pride. The four of
them stay up today. And we review them on a monthly basis, which we agreed to by
the way, when the motion was passed. Councillor Behan, sorry for taking so long. |
will let you back in there.

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: No, Chairman, I was going to say if you want a seconder
for the flag policy | am happy to second it formally. | suggest that you put the
motion, I think a majority are probably not going to support it now at this stage, but
if that is the case then it be referred back to hopefully a newly formed Protocol
Committee and in the meantime things stay as they are. | am suggesting that you
should have the vote anyway and let's see then what the result is. And | am happy to
second it if it allows a vote.

CATHAOIRLEACH: In fairness what | am trying to do here is that 90%-plus of this
policy is an excellent policy and what | am trying to do here is come up with a
compromise so we can get the policy over, because God forbid we don't know what's
going to happen next week or month where we have to take a decision. So what | am
trying to say is, leave the four flags up at the moment because they're up, bring in
this policy, and obviously review the flags that are up at the moment on a monthly
basis which we agreed to when the motion was passed. Would that be acceptable to
the members? So the flags don't come down. Councillor Corrigan.

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: 1 would like to second that. That is a good
compromise for everybody. Like a lot of work has gone into that flag policy but
obviously we have made commitments prior to this that I think we should honour
and then going forward the flag policy is there, and it will come in place. Whether a
Protocol Committee is set up or not the flag policy is there just going forward.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Alvey.

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Thanks, Cathaoirleach, just listening to the debate here |
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think a crucial element of this policy that has a fault is the line that says, "No guest
flag will fly for more than seven days in any month or more than once in any year."
| think that's an issue for all of us part of this debate because we don't know what's
going to happen in the future in terms of guest plans. Right now we have a situation
in Palestine, there could be a situation in Ukraine again and a situation in another
country, so | wouldn't be comfortable passing this policy on the basis of that line.
And | think we also need somewhere in the policy that needs to be discretion for the
councillors in regards to guest flags for instances such as that. So I just wouldn't be
comfortable passing this policy as it is today.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay. What I am going to do because we're at an impasse
here to a certain degree. There has been a proposer and a seconder to vote the
policy, to vote on the policy. | have given my tuppence worth in the sense that we
keep the four flags up that are there at the moment, it will be reviewed on a monthly
basis as was agreed with the proposal and we vote on this. So are we happy enough
to go to a vote? Unless anyone wants to counter that, no? So the proposal as is,
we're going to vote for the policy, vote on the policy, but the four flags stay up at the
moment. Councillor Fortune.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: On a point of clarification, | did make a proposal. |
know | didn't get a seconder, but | did make a proposal.

CATHAOIRLEACH: What was your proposal, sorry? Don't keep switching your
microphone off.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Sorry, apologies. That the Palestinian flag be left
there.

CATHAOIRLEACH: That's what | am saying. The four flags that are out there at
the moment stay up, that's what | am saying. Even if this policy is voted through
today the four flags that are currently there stay up, which is the Palestinian flag, the
Pride, the tricolour and the Wicklow flag. Because they're outside, and as Councillor
Corrigan quite rightly put it, those commitments were made before the policy came
in. And we will review it then on a monthly basis which was agreed when the
motion came in about the Palestinian flag. So we're singing off the same hymn sheet
I think, Councillor Fortune. | have no problem seconding if you want your name
proposing it. Okay. We're going to go to a vote. Helen, do you want to -- clear as
mud.

MS PURCELL: So what we're voting on at the minute is: The policy that is in front
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of you, one amendment in relation to the policy review to include that it will be
brought to full Council for approval, and what we are saying is that this will only
apply in relation to new requests for flags and the current flags that we have, which
is the Pride flag for the month of June and the Palestinian flag to be reviewed
monthly, remain as they are and are outside of this policy because they were in place
before the policy. Isthat clear? Yes. Thanks very much. Okay. So if you're in
favour of this policy as it is please vote for' and if you are against it please vote

‘against'.

Councillor Danny Alvey?

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Against.

MS PURCELL: Against. Councillor Mark Barry?

COUNCILLOR BARRY: For.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Joe Behan?

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Sylvester Bourke?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Faor.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Melanie Corrigan?

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Avril Cronin?

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Erika Doyle?

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Malachai Duddy?

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Gail Dunne isn't able to speak but he is present.
We can ring for his vote. If needed. Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin?
COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Orla Finn not present. Councillor Pat Fitzgerald?
COUNCILLOR FITZGERALD: For.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Tom Fortune?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: I'm confused so I'm going to abstain.
CATHAOIRLEACH: We're voting on what you proposed.

MS PURCELL: Abstain. Councillor Patsy Glennon?
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COUNCILLOR GLENNON: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Pat Kennedy?

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Faor.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Shane Langrell?

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Peir Leonard is not present. Councillor Pat
Mahon?

COUNCILLOR MAHON: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Jason Mulhall?

COUNCILLOR MULHALL.: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Miriam Murphy is not present. Councillor lan
Neary?

COUNCILLOR NEARY: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Dermot O'Brien?

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Paul O'Brien?

CATHAOIRLEACH: For. And Gail is for.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Gail Dunne has rang in and he is in favour, so he is a
‘for'. Councillor Gerry O'Neill?

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Against.

MS PURCELL: Against. Councillor Warren O'Toole is not present. Councillor
Graham Richmond?

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Faor.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Lourda Scott?

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor John Snell?

COUNCILLOR SNELL.: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Peter Stapleton?

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Stephen Stokes?

COUNCILLOR STOKES: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Ned Whelan?

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: For.

MS PURCELL: For. And Councillor Caroline Winstanley?
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COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: For.

MS PURCELL: Okay. So we have 25 for, 2 against, 4 not present and 1 abstaining.
So the flag policy has been adopted.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Helen. Thank you for all your work on it. | know
you put great effort into it. Thank you, members. | know it was a difficult decision.
And for the last time for me thank you for working with me. We'll move on

to -- Joe, do you want to -- protocol. See, told you | wouldn't silence you.
COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Well, there's nothing really more to be said than what |
already said, which is, the Protocol Committee over many years functioned as a
consultation process for all of the different groups represented in the Council on an
informal basis where issues that could be contentious could be discussed initially,
particularly when it was regards the relationships between the Council and outside
bodies and so on. And it had a large number of people. There wasn't a huge
restriction on those who could attend it. And I feel it served the function. It doesn't
have to -- normally the meetings used to happen for about half an hour after the
regular Council meeting, and then decisions were made, and they were
communicated back and if there was something that was controversial they would be
discussed at a future Council meeting. | think it is a pity that it didn't appear on the
agenda at the time there was so much on the agenda. | thought maybe it would
appear at a future meeting. It didn't. It has been kind of effectively strangled now.
And | think we should bring it back to life. And | am proposing that we re-establish
the Protocol Committee with the membership of that committee to be decided as an
item on the agenda at the AGM. That's my proposal.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I will get a seconder now in a second. Councillor
Fortune seconds it, is it? Okay. Can I just say in defence of what happened, because
obviously I am the sitting Cathaoirleach still, and from someone that sat on the last
Protocol Committee, anyone who was on the Protocol Committee should verify this,
that we'd bring up something at Protocol and we were told no, that's being discussed
at CPG and therefore it was moot. The only benefit I got out of Protocol the last
time was that if there was a new policy in terms of our expenses or new policy in
terms of conferences and things like that it was just a way of clarifying one or two
things, but in terms of decision-making I'd say 80-90% of the time we were told that
that decision had already been taken at CPG. | did find it beneficial, Protocol, as a

new councillor but I also see having sat on CPG now that it was really kind of a
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talking shop for 20 minutes, but decisions like flag policy would have already been
taken at CPG. The only benefit | saw from people sitting on Protocol is if they sat on
both CPG and Protocol because they were well informed. But as someone that just
sat on Protocol I did find it half an hour just clarifying things that I could have
clarified by a quick phone call.

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Sorry, I was going to the Chief Executive's Report. If
you moved on.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Not yet. 1 wish. Councillor O'Brien, this is on topic? Yes.
COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Always on topic, Cathaoirleach. Actually
just to build on what you are saying I think I would be interested in a TR, like terms
of reference for Protocol, and | think that could be included in the consideration, that
if we're going to consider it to revert back to something, that we revisit terms of
reference or that someone puts together a terms of reference to give it the value that
it merits and for it to be clear about why it exists and what it will do if it does. But |
think there is a valuable conversation to be had.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Yeah, and I think that conversation might be had at a future
date rather than today because | would rather get it done right. And if there is a
Protocol Committee established again that we have a terms of reference. So rather
than rushing it in today, creating something that doesn't have any teeth maybe we
will hold off, the new Cathaoirleach when they take over next Monday

might -- would that be all right, Joe? So you're withdrawing that today? And then
the new Cathaoirleach whoever she or he may be will bring it forward for the AGM.
Councillor Bourke, if you want to switch on your light, we have the Chief
Executive's Report.

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: On the Chief Executive's Report, there was mention of a
new footpath in Brittas Bay from McDaniel's down past the school all the way down
to the carpark on the south side. | am getting queries from people who have been
expecting for a long number of years now and they are asking me when is it going to
commence. There's no mention of commencement in your report, if you could find
out the commencement date it would be helpful, please.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, Chief
Executive, for the report. Just two issues | want to raise. One is becoming a big

issue in Enniskerry, and | think all small villages in County Wicklow as well, and
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that is that our parking bye-laws are outdated and badly needed of being reviewed.
Small businesses are really suffering by all-day parking, people parking up for the
day, either going off on their bikes or walking for the day or getting on the bus, and
whilst we're encouraging them to use public transport but avoiding car parks and just
parking on the street, blocking up the valuable spaces that we need for small
businesses. So | am just asking can this be reviewed as a matter of urgency. And it
is not just Enniskerry, I do believe, having spoken to other councillors, that other

small towns and villages are really suffering with this.

Then the other thing which I said |1 would bring up at every other meet as well, the
Herbert Road. Is there any update on any change and is there any possibility if
there's new rounds of options being looked at that the closure of this road can be
looked at again and discounted? | said again | would raise this at every meeting, and
I know | won't be every councillors. There's huge public concern, so if there is any
update on that it would be great, thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Avril Cronin.
COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Thank you very much. 1 just have a few issues | would
like to bring up. Firstly, in relation to the possibility of a parks department for
Wicklow County Council. | have raised this issue before, and it came up again this
morning in our SPC, Economic Development SPC. We have a number of parks
within the county, and we also have a number of new parks that have just opened,
particularly in my own district in Baltinglass Municipal District. At the moment our
MD staff are looking, are trying their best to look after these facilities but
unfortunately they are stretched, their resources are stretched as it is, and we have a
number of volunteer groups such as the Tidy Towns which are out every week trying
to maintain these spaces. A number of other local authorities seem to have a parks
department but unfortunately it is something that we don't have here in Wicklow, and
| am just wondering if you could give some consideration in establishing a suitable

department particularly for parks.

Secondly, as was discussed previously as well, there was great disappointment in
West Wicklow that the greenway has been refused planning from An Bord Pleanala.
When | attended a meeting on behalf of our Cathaoirleach and the MD with

management here in Wicklow County Council a number of other stakeholders it was
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discussed that we'd look at other loop walks and other walks around Blessington to
try and establish something good out of the funding that we have received and to
continue the momentum that there is at the moment in support of walkways in West
Wicklow, and I'm just wondering has there been any progress in relation to that.

Also an update on Baltinglass RRDF.

And finally, in relation to the NTA, we had the NTA in here in October. A number
of councillors here have put forward, had put forward questions to the NTA at the
time, including myself, I have yet to receive a response from the NTA. | have asked
on numerous occasions for the Council to follow them up and I still haven't received
anything. We were told this time last year that we would have additional services on
the 132 route. We still have no additional services. We've no update. We don't
know where that is. And also in relation to the local link, there's still many towns
and villages that are missing out on the local link. And I know myself and
Councillor Glennon have been working on trying to get the local link to stop in
Hollywood and that's something that we're trying to pursue. But again just looking
for an update and if you could follow up on those queries that | had with the NTA.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, members. Councillor Bourke, Brian will come in and
answer that question on the footpath in Brittas Bay. He will have the timeline for

you in a moment.

Councillor Corrigan, on the parking bye-laws, yeah, it is something that we are
actively looking at. We are aware that there is an issue in multiple towns around the
county and it is being prioritised. In relation to the Herbert Road and the Bus
Priority Scheme, we are preparing to go to tender for Phase 3 which is for technical
consultants and as part of that process, as part of the brief, we want them to further
assess and examine alternatives to the Herbert Road that's currently set out as part of
the preferred option. So that will be written in to the new tender document that will
be going out shortly, and that will relook at it again for members and I'll let you

know and give you a more detailed update when we know that has actually gone out.

Councillor Cronin, parks department. Yeah. As you know, we have just submitted
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our Strategic Workforce Plan to the Department. Every local authority has been
asked to do this. And in doing so we have looked over the next five years to increase
our head count by approximately 200 staff. That obviously comes with a funding
gap, and we are going to prioritise, any new roles will be for outdoor staff
particularly to maintain our public realm and parks and footpaths, because that is
what we are hearing from the members. It has been raised at nearly every Council
meeting at this stage, around municipal districts and the upkeep and all these new
public property that comes to us. We will have to fund those roles ourselves and we
will be having a discussion around that when we get to budget time and between now
and then and around property tax as well. Like, to fund an additional 40 staff in the
municipal districts is going to cost in the region of €4 million, but that's what we feel
we need. We feel we need an additional 70 staff out on the ground doing the
day-to-day work of this Council. Wicklow traditionally is probably one of the -- has
the smallest per capita ratio of staff to population. We are a very big county
geographically and our staff doesn't match anywhere near what our reach is, so we
do have to address that. But to address it we have to find a way to pay for it, so that's

what we are working on at the moment.

In relation to the greenway, yes, we are actively looking at other alternatives. | just
had a proposal submitted to me around a promenade, a lakeside, a piece to link the
lakes. That came in to me on Thursday last week. So we will look at that and talk to

the members about that, with the district staff.

Fergal, I don't know if you have an update on Baltinglass or on RRDF that you might
be able to give, or we can come back to Councillor Cronin on that. And then the
NTA, I will follow up directly with the NTA. It is not good enough they're not
replying to queries raised months and months ago. Brian, if you want to come in
first of all on Brittas Bay.

MR GLEESON: Yeah, just in relation to Brittas Bay. That was a project that was
funded under the Rural Active Travel Scheme that's funded through our own
development levies. Now, that'll be done by our own NNR crew who are currently
working on the Rocky Road project and when that's completed towards the end of
August they expect to move on to the Brittas Bay project. So at the moment there's

works being done in relation to the Part 8 and getting that developed, so it will be put
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out to public consultation in line with that timeline. Okay. Thank you.

MR KEOGH: Chair, just in relation to the Baltinglass URDF. There are currently
some further discussions with the design consultants in relation to it with the hope of
finalising tender documentation and also the sanction, final sanction from the
Department as well in relation to it. So it is still moving and with a lot of progress |
would expect to happen the next two weeks in terms of finalising the documentation.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. And just to reassure Councillor Bourke that the
Wicklow MD councillors have been working very close with the district manager.
You're not getting the credit for that Councillor Bourke. Councillor Scott.
COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach, and thanks, Chief Executive,
for the report. Just following up on a couple of questions that I'd asked at last
month's meeting, and | had sought an update on outstanding actions of where we are
with getting them achieved from the Age Friendly Strategy and also the Migrant
Integration Strategy. | asked for an update to be circulated to all members, but we
haven't received that yet. If that could be looked at, please. | also asked to include
the details on rental arrears back into the Chief Executive's Report, and | am pleased
to see that put back in. So thank you for that. It is sort of quite stark when you see
it, that we now have over 3 million in rental arrears and | know when | joined the
Council in 2019 we had about I think a million arrears, so there's been a really
dramatic increase without a similar corresponding increase in tenancies. | suppose
my question really to the Executive is: | suppose what's strategies are in place to
help bring these arrears down while also supporting tenants who are in difficulty and
financial difficulty? And | was just really wondering about our arrears strategy, if
you could just shed a bit of light on that. Just one other question then, it is
something that's coming up an awful lot in our district and I discussed at length with
the environmental section, and it is just the issue of clothes dumping at the clothes
pod clothing banks. And thank you to the environment section for adding an audio
device in Mill Road in Greystones which I think had real beneficial effect in just
triggering people not to dump the clothes there. However, the dumping has started
again, and I noticed that the clothes pods have been closed up over the weekend. 1
believe Liberty are taking over the clothes bank in South Beach car park, but I would
like an update on the other sites in Greystones as | do believe that the Council are

now paying the companies for | suppose the use of those clothing banks. Thank you.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin.
COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you,
Chief Executive, for your report. It is always very good. | am like a thorn in
everyone's side on Farrankelly and trying to sort out what's happening there and I'm
bringing it up at every meeting and | don't know if we're making progress or whether
we forget about that estate. Every time | pass it by I'm afraid to look in. I'm getting
to the stage I'm nearly not answering the phone to the residents. So | am really
concerned about it. And even that | feel as councillors we're not getting kept in the
correspondence flow on it and I am going from month to month. So just, it is a huge
concern for me and to be even kept in the correspondence loop from month to month
of what's going on because it is frustrating when people are ringing you and you
don't want to say | don't know but it is awful. So | would really appreciate that to
jump up the ladder. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Stokes.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Go raibh maith agat, Cathaoirleach. And firstly can |
congratulate Wicklow County Council on the turning of the sod on the Chapel Road
Scheme and the Fassaroe Park and Ride. So a big congratulations to everybody, Joe
and all the team, and everybody. It is really tremendous, and | would like to start
with something positive. In relation to the parking bye-laws, and | would concur
with my colleague, Councillor Corrigan, as chair of the Transport SPC | requested
that it was placed on the agenda of the last meeting where we received unanimous
support of all of the members present that we would like it to happen. It has to be
remembered that the lasting parking bye-law review I believe was in 2017, and there
were 250 submissions at that time, so it is a big body of work. But | suppose just to
re-emphasise the point that we've seen extraordinary development in County
Wicklow since 2017, and | know that all six Greystones district councillors are in
favour. And I do appreciate the comments of the Chief Executive that it would be a
priority, and | am just wondering if | can pin that down a bit further, that a parking
bye-law review will happen and if it is going to happen do we have an expected

timeline for when it will commence?

The second item is, and | don't usually bring up the Cliff Walk at the full Council
meeting because | am very complimentary of the district manager Marc Devereux

who gives us very thorough monthly updates which are always appreciated at the
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district meetings, and there is positive action happening from Wicklow County
Council in relation to, you know, positive actions being taken, very clear actions and
much better communication. We have seen, obviously there was a report last week
from a very well-known economist. | can't confirm or deny the figures, but it is very
interesting reading of course. And I did of course read the statement from Wicklow
County Council. And I just wanted to re-emphasise the point, and | am sure we are
all on the same page, of how important the Cliff Walk is to the committee of
northeast Wicklow. | am not suggesting that we're not. But if we can keep pushing
that as hard as we can, because while I don't think a lot of people are coming to
Ireland just to do that it's definitely bringing a lot of people to North Wicklow. We
all want to see it open. It is a huge passing trade. One local restaurant manager said
to me that their summer trade is down 30% in the summer. Whether that is true or
not | don't know and whether that is caused because of just the Cliff Walk I can't
confirm, but if we can just keep that high on the agenda. Go raibh maith agat,
Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Chief Executive.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, members. Councillor Scott, in relation to the two
strategies and the implementation of them, we're still collating the information so we
will get it out to members as soon as possible on that. In relation to the clothes
dumping at the clothes pods, unfortunately Theresa O'Brien is ill today, she's not

here, so | will raise that with her for you and get an update on Greystones.

Councillor Gaskin, I might get Michael to address Farrankelly. 1 do know it is high

priority for us and Michael will address that for you in a moment.

Councillor Stokes, thank you for the kind words on Chapel Road and Fassaroe.
Much needed both, very welcome. The parking bye-laws, yeah, it is a firm
commitment that we will review them. They are way outdated, as you said. | am
hoping that we will get them started after the summertime because it is going to take
a piece of work to start drafting them and looking at them again. In relation to the
Cliff Walk, yeah, | have been getting an awful lot of correspondence in the last
number of days, probably since the publication of that report on Friday. We weren't
furnished with the report, which is, you know, disappointing | suppose but, look,

we'll go through it and see if we can verify the figures. But it is quite alarming and
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quite stark, the information that is being put out there. It is one of my key priorities
to get the Cliff Walk reopened as soon and as safely as possible. You know the
permanent solution is going to take a number of years. We're looking at interim
solutions and seeing what we can do quickly and easily to facilitate people on the
trail again, because it is a very important piece of natural heritage, it is a very
important tourism driver and a very important economic driver in the area. And we
know it is a priority item for the Téanaiste as well. He is on to me at my office
weekly about it, so it is very high priority for me. | will get Michael to come in on
housing matters and the rent arrears as well.

MR NICHOLSON: Thank you. In relation to rent arrears | can assure the members
that we are taking it very seriously. | suppose the arrears took a downward spiral
during Covid for understandable reasons. Certainly one of the targets that the chief
gave me last year when | took over housing, social housing, was to get the arrears
under control. And we have made significant efforts. | would like to think the
arrears would be an awful lot higher than it was before the efforts we took in the past
year, but they are still unacceptably high. We have a protocol for dealing with
arrears. We send out the various warning letters. Each letter gets more serious as
they are sent out. Eventually the notice to quit. And then all the files are sent to the
law department for recovery of the units and eviction of the tenants. And we are
unashamedly forceful in that. A lot of files have gone to legal, and we are simply
awaiting court cases. So there will be a lot of action taken. Now, we don't take this
lightly. Itis a last resort sending files to the law department but unfortunately we
have to do it. Because everybody can afford to pay their rent. Some have chosen not
to pay the rent. Rent is based entirely on income. So people who don't pay their rent
have made a decision not to pay it and to pay something else instead. So we are
tackling it very hard. Some of the arrears have gone to colossal amounts. We have
to cover those. We also have a debt management unit established and we like to
think they will deal with the more serious arrears. We will listen to every tenant. If
they come in to talk to us about making an arrangement to pay it we will list to them
all. Unfortunately we don't get much interaction with some tenants. They seem to
think that because it is Council they won't be evicted. | can assure the members they
will be evicted if they don't pay the arrears.

In regards Farrankelly, I share your frustration, Councillor Gaskin. We recently
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went out and did a walk around survey of Farrankelly to try and establish how bad
things are. We are going to do a stock condition survey of every house in the estate
to try and find out and get some scale of what exactly we are talking about to fix it.
We're going to put a cost on repairs and then seek finance. In the meantime we have
ability to collect finance in our internal capital receipts by selling some derelict
properties. This is taking longer than we thought. 1 had thought by now we would
have sold some properties, particularly in the Greystones areas, one’s derelict that
were agreed by Housing SPC. This would give funding to tackle Farrankelly. That
is taking longer than 1 would have thought, proving title and stuff that goes on with
that. We will get there. So | can assure you we are taking this very seriously. | am
not just saying that because it is the right thing to say. We speak about Farrankelly
at our weekly meetings, it is always the first thing on the agenda. We are very
conscious of the concerns we get. The striking thing is these houses are only
20-years-old, and we have a large number of properties that have windows and doors
in need which is surprising. We've other estates in the county much older than this
that haven't got the same problems, so it does seem to be an issue with these
particular windows and doors when they were installed, we have to deal with. So we
are taking it very seriously. | will try to get you an actual date as when we expect to
have that condition survey completed and start the work. | can assure you we are not
ignoring it. It is top of the agenda. And as soon as we have money in place we will
be tackling it. Money is the problem as in most cases. Thank you, Cathaoirleach
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Councillor Pat Kennedy.
COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. First of all, Chief Executive,
thanks for the work you're doing on trying to secure funding for extra outdoor staff.
It is something that has been on the agenda for a long time. That is a big of good
news for this county, the fact that is progressing. Chief Executive, what | want to
talk to you about is, as you know there has been a detailed traffic study done in
Rathdrum in relation to the traffic and first of all | want to acknowledge our own
manager, Leonora, and the engineers and the work they've done there in relation to
bringing in consultants. | have done a lot of work on it myself, talking to the people
in Rathdrum, talking about the traffic and what needs to be done there. And we all
know what needs to be done there. 1 think by September we're hoping to be going to
public consultation and planning on a new one-way system there, which I will be

supporting. But I think just on that alone it is not enough to be honest, and | have
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looked at it in detail. The old Ardavon House in Rathdrum which was the old
Technical School has a small car park there owned by the Council, and what | would
ask you would be that you would look at extending that car park for the town. 1
know every square inch of it. It leans itself to being a car park. It is badly needed.
But there's other work that needs to be done there. The old school was burnt down
over 20 years ago, and | would ask you if you could find the funding somewhere to
have a safety audit or a survey of that building done. There's trees growing out of
the roof of it. It doesn't look very safe. It is probably not very safe. And I think it
does need a professional survey done on it. That car park would be four or five
minutes from the train station. There is a walkway down to it. Probably a bit of
work to be done to cross the road all right, but I would ask you if you look at that or
if you could find the resources to look at that and | would ask you to give that a bit of
priority because it is badly needed. Especially with the one-way system | think
coming in, if we can get that over the line we do need to have the parking to go with
it. So I would ask you to look at that. Thank you..

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. I will go online. Councillor Mulhall,
are you there?

COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. First of all, I would
welcome the feedback on the Blessington Greenway and maybe some of it might be
possible and also on the Department team, very important issues, particularly here in
West Wicklow. The next thing, | just wanted to wish all of our Tidy Towns group
the very best, in particular those in the Baltinglass MD, across the county as well but
maybe just request that there's clear support in the room and in around the Council
departments to be fully supportive of these groups. And then finally maybe for the
Chief Executive or for the Director of Services, there are currently 259 individuals or
families listed on the housing waiting list, and an additional 46 in the nearby town
and villages. The public ...(inaudible)... homes was progressing well and expected to
begin construction around now, creating a boost to the local housing supply.
However, as reported on the 6th June, Minister Browne has halted it, due to cost
overruns. The minister confirmed with all PPP sites involved, planning permission,
to find alternative procurement and delivery strategy. So | suppose my questions
are: Would the Executive clarify what recent information Wicklow County Council
has received regarding the reasons for this denial and the ...(inaudible)... and what

are the options for the site going forward? Specifically could it maybe proceed via
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an alternative procurement route within months, or would we be facing a multiyear
delay as some suggested? This delay is another setback, compounding the loss of the
greenway. So clarity if possible on the timing and strategy for restarting and
delivery would greatly assist the Council and families waiting for homes here in
West Wicklow, particularly in the Blessington area. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Glennon.

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Thank you, Chief
Executive. | want to thank the 13 recipients and to thank Theresa O'Brien and Liam
Cullen for putting on a great night. It was a major success. | am moving from that to
being rather critical of something else, and that is, | would content that Baltinglass
Municipal District has the worst infrastructure within the county. Its roads are
second class. Its transport is second class. We have a poor 65 bus service and a poor
132 bus service. As Auvril has already said, Michael Finn is working on trying to
improve our local link service down there. Bearing all that in mind, it is difficult to
see how the Council can stand over placing 755 international protection applicants in
our municipal district, it is one of five, when there's only a total of 1,425 in the entire
county. It seems very unfair and very inequitable. It actually stinks a little bit of the
same approach when you were considering modular homes being built; three of them
were in our municipal district, only one in another municipal district. | just think we
are being treated poorly. There are five municipal districts, and if you are to divide
1,425 by 5 you get 285 for each of the five municipal districts, and that would be a
fairer approach I would suggest. There's five centres out of a total of ten based in
West Wicklow. | don't want to feed angry protests or extreme views, because | don't
have them, and in fairness most people were accepted well in the areas that they
were, in most places, but we are at saturation point and I would like to see a more
equitable approach being taken to the issue. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Chief Executive.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, members. Councillor Kennedy, yeah, we will
certainly look at the tech in Rathdrum and see what we can do and the conditions
survey as well, if resources allow for a conditions survey. | take your point, it is an
eyesore, and we need to do something with it. But, yeah, we will certainly look at

car parking.

Councillor Mulhall, just in relation to the Tidy Towns groups, yes, absolutely, the
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Council are working with the Tidy Towns groups. They are the lifeblood of our
communities as we all know, and they are the main reason why Wicklow looks so
well all year around. In relation to the PPP bundle in Burgage, we were informed on
Thursday evening that the minister had decided to pull bundle 3 of the PPP due to
lifetime costs being excessive, so the pay-back period on the whole bundle being
excessive. As you know, the Part 8 went through the Council here back in 2022, so
it is our intention now to go to directly delivery ourselves, go out to tender ourselves
and procure delivery for that site. It will probably be phased and when | have

stronger timelines on it | will get a note out to all members on that.

Councillor Glennon, just in relation to the infrastructure in the county. | fully accept
what you are saying in terms of road condition, and the bus service is inadequate,
certainly in our smaller villages within West Wicklow. In relation to the
international protection applicants, Wicklow County Council does not place
international protection applicants. It is a matter for the Department of Equality and
Children. 1 do take your point on the distribution. Mark might be able to give little
and little more detail on that.

MR DEVEREUX: Councillor Glennon, thank you for pointing out those figures
which | think I gave you a couple of weeks ago at the municipal district meeting. |
will just draw your attention before we go any further to the CE report where we
give figures for both international protection applicants and BOTPs, beneficiaries of
temporary protection. If you add the figures together a much more balanced picture
appears. Of the 914 BOTPs in the county only 130 are in the Baltinglass district. So
yeah, | accept the point that the figures can be a little bit mismatched when you look
at the areas in the county, and the point | would make is that we don't make those
decisions. We don't decide where those emergency accommodations are provided.
That decision is made by the Department.

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: You do communicate with the Department.

MR DEVEREUX: We do communicate with the Department when they have been
placed. We don't make that decision. And what we communicate with the
Department is information relating to the applicants as we glean it as part of the
support process we provide. As I said before, we provide a support sign posting
exercise. But, yeah, your point about the numbers is well made but it should be

viewed in the context of BOTPs. Thank you.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Pat Mahon.

COUNCILLOR MAHON: Thank you, Chairman. Have you any update on the
proposed solar farm for Mullycagh Upper in Hollywood, between Hollywood
Village and Donard Village? A proposed huge, huge development of a solar farm.
Just inundated with phone calls from local residents. There has clearly been no
communication with residents, no communications with local reps about what is
happening there or what is going ahead. It was raised at the last meeting here and to
date nobody has received anything about it. It is actually in an area of outstanding
beauty and anybody looking for planning permission for a house here in the past
have had to go through lots and lots of loopholes just to try to get planning
permission for a bungalow and now they want to do I think it is a 200-acre solar farm

on the side of a hill. So I would like an update on that please. It is a great concern.

The second thing would be on the RRDF, which Councillor Cronin referred to there.
If we could have any update on the timeline of when something is actually going to
happen here? It is just being kicked down the road the whole time. We seemingly
can never pin down a date for anything to start or anything to happen on this. So if

we could get some kind of a guideline on timelines for that as well. Thank you.

And just on the third point, just to come back to Councillor Glennon's point by the
IPAS occupants. As Marc said, it is part of the government, but it would be nice to
see, to get a break down of the five municipal districts, how many are in each
district. If we could have a breakdown of that. We know what's in West Wicklow,
but we don't know what's in the other municipal districts. So that's it. Thank you,
chairman.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Orla Finn.
COUNCILLOR FINN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Two quick things, please. And
thank you very much for your report, Chief Executive. First of all, in relation to
Delgany. | am just wondering if there is any updates in relation to the roads or
footpaths, and | know just in general with the active travel team the plans that have
been put out there, and | am just wondering if there's any further updates or any
reports. But also something | would like to bring to your attention is the fact there
are a large number of trucks going through the village. Now, that was never the

intention. They were supposed to go through the road that goes through Delgany
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Wood. And I am wondering if there is a way that we can stop those. They are
extremely dangerous. | have had some reports from some constituents about near
misses with maybe some elderly people and children who are, you know, in danger
from these big trucks basically going through the village and two different building

sites around. So if that is something that could be looked at.

The other thing that | was wondering about, it's in relation to the recent report about
the high number of businesses that have been closing in County Wicklow. In fact,
we have got one of the highest rates of business closures at the moment nearly across
the country. | was having a look myself at a thing, basically local gift cards which
would apply to the whole of County Wicklow. They're called Town and City Gift
Cards. Basically a lot of the local counties, so Tipperary, Wexford, Kilkenny,
Cavan, have all introduced these and they have been hugely successful. So, for
example, in Tipperary 270 businesses signed up with €90,000 spent in the first
couple of weeks. And I suppose this is something that | would like to propose that
we look into going forward. | do know that Wicklow Town itself has got a type of
gift card, but I am talking about for the whole county. So if that's something we
could look into maybe. Thank you very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Fortune.
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Thanks for the report,
Chief Executive. Just a couple of things that came out of our SPC earlier today.
And Councillor Cronin has covered the parks department. The second thing was
what's happening with the media campus in Greystones. The reason why we are
asking, and | am speaking on behalf of the councillors in Greystones as well on this,
is that we can't find anything out about it. It is like as if it has just gone into a black
hole and no one seems to know what is happening, what is not happening. And
maybe it is the same for yourself. But it just at this stage a mystery. We would like

to know what is going on.
The other question would be, there's 30-odd houses waiting to be lived in in
Greystones and the hold-up is going on now for a number of months so | would like

to know what is happening with that and when they're going to be handed over.

And also just based on some contacts | have had over recent times from people, and |
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am just wondering is it possible that there could be a resource, a person or persons,
within the Council where a case could be made for a tenant that needs to be moved
due to antisocial behaviour going on where they are making their lives in fact
miserable, in some cases perhaps more dangerous than that? And it just seems that
when you try chase that up we end up talking generally, and | am just wondering
would it be productive and helpful, I think it would, that's | why am suggesting, that
there could be someone you would go to and make the case, and it would be dealt
with more urgently is really where 1 am going from there. The hand over of the

houses | mentioned.

At the bottom of the village in Kilcoole, there is a site, as you drive down, it is on
your left-hand side at the traffic lights, and at this stage, and before this stage, it is
basically a derelict site, it is privately owned, but it is there for so long and it is
actually destroying the whole ambience of the village. | am just wondering could the
owner be contacted and really asked seriously what the story is and what is going on.

Yeah, just two other quick things. How do we get the NTA to properly engage with
public representatives, particularly local public representatives? They seem to flit
out, like the IDA have done here for years, with presence and then nothing happens,
and you can't really get answers back from them. | think that there needs to be some
kind of correspondence in some fashion with them to see -- because basically they
seem to control everything now. They seem to control spending, they seem to
control what it is spent on. So we sit around the table, and we argue and debate and
look for this and then suddenly it's the NTA's problem and then depending on the
size of your community, if you're Greystones, like in my area you have 20,000-plus
people, in Kilcoole and Newcastle you have obviously got much less so you tend to
get the you know what. So | am wondering can something be done about that.

And then just a general question. In light of discussions we will have on property tax
and everything else coming up and trying to avoid some of the stuff that goes on
around it, is it possible to get an accurate figure on the cuts in the Local Government
Fund cumulatively over the last 15 years? Because | think it is relevant to that
discussion that will take place when some of us are told because we mightn't support

it that we are not being whatever and ignoring the fact that maybe there's been loads
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and loads of money taken out of the system which is relevant. Thank you,
CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Fortune, just before I go to the Chief Executive's
Report, there is a motion in that we're going to hopefully get to about the NTA. Itis
Councillor Stoke's motion.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Sorry. My question though is independent of that.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I understand that. But it is relevant to the motion.
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Isit?

CATHAOIRLEACH: I am in agreement with you.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Yeah, yeah.

CATHAOIRLEACH: But I would rather deal with it in the motion because I think
we could have a more detailed conversation in the motion.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Fair enough.

CATHAOIRLEACH: | feel it is important. We might have a more detailed
conversation in the motion. Thank You, Councillor Fortune.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thank you.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, members. Councillor Mahon, I'm not sure if that
planning application is still live or not but Fergal might give a brief comment on that
solar farm. The RRDF and the timeline, 1 will get Stephen Clarke to contact all the
members with a programme timeline on that. And in relation to the district, each
district and the number of international protection applicants that have been housed
or homed Marc may be able to give a breakdown of that or we can send it at a later

date to you.

Councillor Finn, in relation to Delgany and the roads and the footpaths, I might just
get Joe to comment on that, and about the trucks going through the village. We
would have to do a traffic survey on that, I'd say, and a count. But we will certainly
look at it. The idea around the business closures and the gift cards in Wicklow,
generally something like that is led by the Chamber of Commerce or the local
businesses, but I am happy to have a discussion with our economic development
team as they have good contacts with the various chambers throughout the county
and just see is there a willingness | suppose amongst the business community for
that.

Councillor Fortune, in relation to the media campus. Unfortunately | don't have any
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more information than you have on it. I will make a call to the IDA and see if | can
get some detail on what's happening or not happening with the site, and I'll send an
email to you all on that. My understanding is that the 30 houses in Greystones, that
they have been allocated in the last week or so, but Michael might give you a bit
more information on that. And again the suggestion around the contact person, we
do have tenant liaison staff and that's their role. Again, Michael might have more
information on that. Yes, we can certainly look at the owner in Kilcoole of that
derelict site, or the site at the end of the town, and make contact with them and push
them. And as the Cathaoirleach said, the NTA piece will come up in discussion.
MR NICHOLSON: Yeah, I suppose last week was a good week for the Council.
We actually allocated 80 houses, most of them new, across the county. Thirty of
those have (inaudible), they're probably the ones you're talking about. So what
happens now is they will accept hopefully. They write back, and we will invite them
in and give them the keys and sign them up. So that will happen very quickly. Most
of them have accepted at this stage. So that was a great day for the Council. In
relation to antisocial behaviour, we have tenancy sustainment officers across the
county, and the first port of call is they will visit and find out what the issue is and
speak with people and get a good profile of what the real problem is. So what | will
do, Tom, is I will put you in touch with the tenant sustainment officer in your area
and you can follow it up directly. It is something we take very seriously because
ASB can affect the whole estate as you know, not just the neighbours. We will look
after that for you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. A couple of
things. Just even to comment on the rent arrears scenario. | know on paper that stuff
look might look stark, and it does, but from experience people who find themselves
in arrears and with how the Council manage that is that there is sensitivity and there
is understanding. And sometimes it's the system, that circumstances change,
something has happened in someone's life and they have fallen into arrears and
sometimes without knowing until a review comes along, and | think the amount of
people | meet for whom the invitation to get into a payment plan is a huge burden off
their shoulders, still knowing that they have a lot to repay but that there is provision
there for payment plans and that there is a willingness on the Council's side of the

house to say come in to us, talk to us and we will find a way through this. So I think
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that's also to be acknowledged. And I appreciate as well that there are those who

cannot avoid facing the sanctions that come with huge debt and unwillingness to pay.

Just a question then, Cathaoirleach, around | meant to ask a question around the Bray
Air Display in terms of our fire service presence at the air display in Bray. And | am
asking because it was something that was imbedded in the culture of the day or days
whereby our Bray Fire Service would be on site with a dual benefit; one being that
they are available when need might arise but also that it is very, very good for public
engagement. But last year we found ourselves in a scenario where there was a
decision made not to have the fire service on site. So | would like to know whether
there is a plan to have them on site this year or not and maybe someone to just
outline the rationale around what the decision might be. And then while on the
subject of the air display, and | know there was a suspension that was withdrawn but
| would like to get clarity on our position around the relationship between Lockheed
Martin and the Bray Air Display. And again | am asking for what is our position on
the relationship whereby, whether they are a sponsor, partner or otherwise. And
again | raise that, Cathaoirleach, because for me an ethical procurement policy was
passed, or the call to develop an ethical procurement policy was passed on the floor
of this chamber and | understand that it's hard to implement and that there's tension
around it, but I think it would have been a great tool for guiding decisions around a
company, an arms manufacturing company whose profits have been astronomically
off the charts in light of a genocide in Palestine and who supply F35 jets, who supply
helicopters, tanks and munitions. And I just think that if they have involvement in a
community event in a town in our county where there's huge conversations across the
world about what it means to be complicit in genocide and what the fallout will be
when the dust settles on the destruction of Gaza and when people reflect on who was
involved and who was not, whether passive or active, I think it is important for us to
be able to take positions whereby we're not weapons washing, that we're not
endorsing companies who are more than comfortable, despite the UN asking them to
reconsider their support in terms of sales, that it might feel like it's far away in terms
of what they are providing and what they're selling to the Israeli state but | would be
very uncomfortable with them having a presence in a community event in Bray
County Wicklow. So I would love to get a sense of what is our position in relation to

Lockheed Martin being involved in the air display in any way. Thanks,
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Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Before I invite the next Councillor in, Fergal, did
you want to come back in, and Joe, just about a couple of questions earlier?

MR KEOGH: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Councillor Mahon, in relation to URDF in
Baltinglass, as previously mentioned, the final detailed design is being completed. 1
would expect a lot of movement on that in the next couple of weeks. Then following
Department sanction it is the intention to go to procurement, and that will obviously
take its statutory time. But it is moving ahead quite strongly at the moment and
Stephen will be providing an update on that to give further information. There was
an application lodged in April for solar farm north of Donard on a 64-odd hectare
site and that application is currently going through the statutory process.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Joe.

MR LANE: Just on Delgany. There are a number of constructions in the Delgany
area. Priority is currently being given to the NTA-funding safer routes to school
which is commencing in July. 1 will get an update to the area Councillors because |
am not quite sure what you have got and what you haven't got. It will also cover the
traffic study on that, traffic count on that.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Behan.

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Three points. First of all, could |
thank the Chief Executive and Director Lane and senior engineer Michael Finn and
all of his staff for taking on board so well the concerns we had about public lighting
earlier on in the year, and the fact that so much attention to detail has been paid to
the various areas around the county. It came about as a result of a suspension of
standing orders but there was genuine and widespread annoyance and upset and
anger and everything else about the situation. | have to say, and | compliment the
Chief Executive particularly, she listened, she took it on board, and she put the plan
in action with obviously Director Lane and the rest of the staff, Michael Finn and
others, and it is a great example of us feeling at times anyway that we're being
listened to and that what we're saying is not just to be awkward or confrontational
but because it reflects genuinely on our job as representing the public's interest. So |
just want to thank the Chief Executive and everyone else on the staff for the great
work that has been done. | know we still have just over 2% of the lights not working

but it is a big improvement and hopefully it will continue to improve.
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On page 41 of the report there's two lines and two words about the Whitestown
remediation project. Not a lot of detail there. But could | ask the Chief Executive
just to expand a little bit on what she's saying about what is actually happening at the
moment with regard to obeying the court order to remediate that site and specifically

where the refuse is eventually going to be relocated to.

And the third point, again | know Councillor Corrigan mentioned it and | am sure the
Chief Executive won't be surprised if I mention it for a minute, the bus corridor and
the Herbert Road closure, et cetera. | just want to ask at the last -- sorry, second last
meeting when we discussed this and we had many people watching the meeting
online and in chamber and so on, and we got unanimous support at the time for a
letter to go to the Téanaiste and also to the Minister for Transport sent by the Chief
Executive on our behalf asking that the scheme be paused and that a review be
undertaken to ensure that the Herbert Road would not close. So the first question is:
Can we get a copy of the letter the Chief Executive sent, please? And can the Chief
Executive maybe indicate at this point in time if she received replies from the
Tanaiste and the Minister for Transport that are a little bit more than just
acknowledgments; in other words, was there any substantial engagement by either
the Téanaiste or the Minister for Transport in the concerns that were unanimously
expressed? Because I can tell you the opposition is growing. It is not getting less. It
is getting stronger. And people are very, very determined about this. So again if the
Chief Executive can inform us I'd be delighted. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Langrell.

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Just touching on what
Councillor Cronin brought up there, and Councillor Fortune, with regard to the NTA.
So we had the NTA here last October and they stood here in this chamber, and we
asked questions, and | asked questions that day and | got no replies. | emailed them
on and once again nothing back. So | reached out to Deputy Timmins. But when
they stood in this chamber I asked one question that they did give me an answer to:
The route, the local link from Glendalough to Bray. They stood in the chamber, and
I have the communities of Glendalough, Laragh and Moneystown reaching out to
me, but they did say to us that that bus route would be up and running in the first
quarter of this year. So | suppose | got a disappointing email there the other day

from Deputy Timmins to say now that it will be the end of this year to early next
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year again this route will be up and running. And I suppose when | got that last

information October | fielded that back to them four communities and now I have to
go back and tell them, sorry, we've missed the date, we're halfway through this year
and by the looks of it now it's going into next year. And | am just wondering would

the Chief Executive, please, make a submission on that for me?

One final thing. Myself and Councillor Corrigan got a submission on this, the

old - or is it the old? - Roadstone quarry at the top of Calary, that would be the
Roundwood to Kilmac Road, there's been a number of accidents outside that quarry
over the last number of weeks. And actually last Thursday morning two people
reached out to myself and Councillor Corrigan regarding there was two accidents,
cars slipping and skidding around the road. Now I do know -- well, I was told that
there has been an email sent to the roads department. So | don't know if it is oil, if it
is dirt coming out of the quarry, | am not too sure. So if you could please look into
that for me, Chief Executive. Thank you very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I just have one more, so | am going to take it in.
Councillor Glennon.

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and forgive me for coming
back in a second time. | forgot ask a question in respect of the two fire stations, both
Baltinglass and Dunlavin. Quite a lot of concern about the delay. It must be over
two years since it was announced. And there was great fun fair about it but nothing
happening, and the staff down there are getting quite concerned about it. And | am
not entirely satisfied with the answer Marc gave me either. | just have to put that on
record. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Chief Executive.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, members. Councillor O'Brien, yeah, absolutely in
relation to rent arrears, if a tenant engages with us at all we will do our utmost to
keep them in their homes and put them on payment plans. We are obviously very
conscious of circumstances that people find themselves in through no fault of their
own, and where people engage with us we will fully engage with them and do
everything we can to work with them on that. And that has worked quite
successfully for a number of families. And I suppose, as you say, it takes the weight
off their shoulders a little bit. | suppose where we have difficulty is where there's no

engagement, and we prioritise those cases. | will get Marc to talk about fire services
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on both their presence at the Bray air show and Councillor Glennon's point on the
two stations in a moment. In relation to your query about Lockheed Martin and the
air show, Councillor Winstanley had, as you know, proposed a suspension of
standing orders today and I suggested to her that we would make an offer to step into
the space of the sponsor. We already contribute to the air show, and we are one of
the main sponsors. Just to take that off the pitch, so to speak. So that phone call was
made after the CPG meeting. We are waiting to hear back from the organiser.
COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: Sorry, | have some news on that.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Go ahead.

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY:: So they are now officially removed as the
sponsors of the event, and they are no longer, including their subsidiary companies,
on the Bray show details. Fingal had similar concerns, so both councils have been
working in parallel. But they are definitely not the sponsors anymore.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, Councillor Winstanley. Councillor Behan, thank you
for the kind words about public lighting. The staff have been working really hard on
it. There's still an awful lot more to do, but as you know we have got dedicated
hard-working staff there. In relation to Whitestown remediation, yeah, we're still in
front of Mr Humphreys every few weeks. He's keeping a close eye on us. We have
an independent assessor appointed to oversee the process about remediation. We
have sought tenders or sought expressions of interest for sites to remediate the waste
to, they're being assessed at the moment, and | would expect early to mid-July we
would be in a position to enter into contract to remediate the waste. That's the order.
The order states that we have to remove it from Whitestown and move it elsewhere,
but it maybe actually more expeditious to remediate on site but the court order as it
stands at the moment is for us to remove that. So we have sought capacity | suppose
in landfills. 1 want to reassure the councillors that it will not be going to any site
within Wicklow if it is to move from Whitestown, and | know there was questions

before about quarry sites. There's absolutely no plan to move waste anywhere there.

In relation to the Herbert Road, yes, | did right to the Minister for Transport and the
Tanaiste following the last meeting. | can certainly circulate the letter; that's not a
problem at all. All I have gotten is an acknowledgment from the Department of
Transport, from the minister's office, nothing further by way of correspondence. But

| was at a meeting last week in the Customs House and there were reps there from
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the Department of Transport so | approached them and asked them could I meet with
them directly about the N11 to see could we talk it through and see what the options
were. And as | mentioned to Councillor Corrigan, in the next phase of tendering
we've asked, we are writing that into the scope of the tendering that whoever is the
preferred bidder on that will relook at the Herbert Road and come back with options
for us.

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Was there a response from the Tanaiste?

MS O'GORMAN: No.

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: No response?

MS O'GORMAN: No. Not that | am aware of. | had a query. There was a
demonstration at the park and ride last week and I was given a letter which I will
respond to probably tomorrow because | have all the correspondence | have on hand,
but 1 did get correspondence. But he has written to me about it, not directly in
response to that but he is very engaged in that.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Can I just stop you there for one second. Councillor
Corrigan, do you want to come in there?

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Yeah. I just wanted to confirm the Tanaiste is
actually meeting with a representation of the Herbert Road tomorrow evening.
Unfortunately it is our AGM so we can't meet attend it either. But he is meeting
them.

MS O'GORMAN: Councillor Langrell, the NTA, the Glendalough to Bray route. |
will certainly raise that with them. No problem at all. Roadstone, the quarry, the
accident and road slippages, it's being looked at. We have been made aware of it, so
we are looking at it. As I said, Marc will comment on the two fire stations, two fire
services questions.

MR DEVEREUX: Yeah. The two fire stations in Baltinglass and Dunlavin are at
what we called detailed design stage. Documents are being prepared in order to go
to tender. It is anticipated the tender documents will be issued later in the summer,
possibly August or early September. They have to be detailed design, so it is a lot of
work going into the documents to get them right and they also have to be approved
by the Department because they are being funded by the Department, so there is a
gateway there we have to comply with. But it is underway in the background and

apologies for not keeping you up to date on that, members in the Baltinglass district.
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In relation to the fire service attendance at the air display, I try not to get into
operational matters here, Councillor, and if you want | can talk to you about it
afterwards. | understand at last year's air display there wasn't a request from the air
display organisers for fire attenders to attend in advance or on the day. In previous
years there has been an arrangement between the two, between the organisers and
ourselves that a fire attender would attend but last year they were not requested. |
understand there will be an application in, | haven't been made aware of it, it is an
operational matter. The chief fire officer deals with the fire safety plans for the air
display. They should be underway at the moment. | haven't been made aware of
them, and I will check it. Your second question is will they be present this year.
Attendance by the fire service will be depending on a request, what we are requested
to do. And then also one of the issues for us is making sure, ensuring that there's
availability of the fire service. Obviously we don't want all our fire crews down in
the Bray air show in the middle of a crowd if there's a fire on the Boghall Road. So
we have to look at it very carefully as an operational matter.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay. Just moving on to item number 9. Hopefully we won't
need it, but I am going to look for extension of time to half 5, as | would like to clear
the agenda. | am not trying to sit up here longer than I have to. But can | have a
proposer? Councillor Behan and Councillor Stokes. Thank you. Item number 10:
To receive a presentation from the Planet Youth Findings. | believe, Michael, you
have an intro.

MR NICHOLSON: Yeah, just by way of introduction, Cathaoirleach, the Icelandic
Prevention Model, known as Planet Youth, combats drug and alcohol use in young
people. It is formally adopted by the Council, by yourself Councillor O'Brien, in
October, and it involves a survey across schools. That survey is now complete. So
we are joined by Deborah Jordan. Deborah is the Planet Youth coordinator. And
just to clarify, the findings from this will feed directly into East Coast Regional
Drugs Task Force, the SIPSI, Local Community Safety Partnership, the LCDC,
Combhairle na nOg, Healthy Ireland, et cetera. So it is a very, very useful piece of
information. So Deborah is going to fill you in. Thank you, Deborah.

MS JORDAN: Thank you very much for having me. 1 will try and keep it as -- well,
it is going to be very brief because it is ten slides, and | have over a hundred that |
was asked to get it down to, so | will do my best. If you want to go forward there

with the, thank -you very much. We're going to go straight into it basically because
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we have only got a short period of time. So this is, it is split into seven domains.
Family is one of them. So if you want to skip on there. So here you can see what we
have gotten back is: 78% parents know where their teenagers are in the evenings;
81% know who they are with the evenings; 47% set curfews and rules about when
teenagers would be home in the evenings; 95% say they feel safe at home often or
very often; and 89% say it is easy to receive caring and warm from their parents. So
the reason that these are asked is because they're considered protective factors, and
the more we see that parents know where their youths are and spending time with
their youths the less we can see they are using substances. So 69% often or are very
often spending time with their parents in the evenings. And then interesting, and |
am wondering if everybody is going to see the pattern that will come from this, 50%
disapprove of drunkenness versus 96% disapproving of cannabis use. So that is
again something to bear in mind as we go forward. If you want to move to the next

slide.

Substance use we get into. So 34% had tried alcohol before the age of 13. 30% have
been drunk in the last 30 days before the survey. 33% drink alcohol in their home.
39% get it from a parent or carer; and 44% have been drunk in their lifetime. These
are 15- to 16-years-old by the way in transition year who took this survey in
November of 2024. So e-cigarettes, 41% have used e-cigarettes in their lifetime,
13% use it daily. Cigarette smoking, 24% in lifetime, 2% daily. 15% have used
cannabis in their lifetime, 7% in the last 30 days. So again while cannabis use and
cigarette use is still there you can see the alcohol is kind of way higher than

everything else. If you want to move on to the next one.

This is an example | suppose of the proportion of adolescents who did the following
for the first time before they were 13 years or younger. Again you can see that use
cannabis up there is at 4% but if you come down to the bottom there, used alcohol is
34%. So that is just showing | suppose the range of things that they are doing before
they are 13 already. And that is just a quick one to show their perception of harm.
So without going too much into detail | suppose what stands out here is the orange,
because the orange means they don't perceive it as harmful. So where you can see
the other ones, they are seeing them as harmful when it comes down to alcohol again

there's a pattern where it is not being considered as more harmful as others.
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So, into school. I am not going to dwell too much of some of them because they are
outside the remit. | am focusing on the things that are relevant to the community. So
81% often feel safe at school. 27% find schoolwork hard, which seems to be the
same for females and males. 75% get along with their teachers. 87% feel they have
friends at school that care about them. 70% say there are adults at school that care
about them. And only 10% want to change schools. So that is good. Not too bad.
Still stuff that we can work on. Each school has got their own personal private
report, and those figures vary but it's actually been very valuable for them. They're
able to see our school either has more or less care, more or less learning difficulties
and all the rest that goes with it. So this was just one of the things that I threw in to
show that the adolescents that were absent for two or more days in the past month for
following reasons, and there's a lot more asked, but these were just the biggest things
that came back and one of them standing out to us is "because of my mental health
and wellbeing”. So that is something | suppose to be aware of.

And again, that was information, where are they receiving -- in the last year have
they received sexual health and viewed pornography? So again, the one | am
standing out is "received information in school”. Because it is grey means never. So
that to us was a bit surprising, that 69% are saying they hadn't in the last year had
sexual health information in school, although some of the schools | am told they
don't do it in fourth year, they do it first to third year, so that could have been that
discrepancy there to be fair.

Leisure time, we'll get into. Sorry, | know | am flying. 36%, that was a bit stark |
felt, of teenagers outside after midnight once or more in the previous week. Again
15- to 16-year-olds. Social media use, 64%. Video games, 19%. Attendance art
activities, 9%. Watching shows or movies with their families for three hours or
more, 8%. And playing team sports outside of school once a week or more, 60%.
Then you break that down slightly by gender because there are some things that are
starting to stand out. We know that social media use in females is slightly higher,
not surprisingly video games slightly higher for males. Outside hours, you can see
more males are outside after midnight than females. Typically something we see the

whole way is that females are feeling a bit less safe in every environment than males.
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This is something again, the media slightly got hold of this. It is not hugely strong,
but it is still something | think we should note. That if you are playing team sports
three times a week or more outside of school you are actually more likely to drink
than if you do not play sports at all, team sports specifically. Other things are a

protective factor; the team sports itself seems to be something that is rising.

So this was just a number that participate in out of school activity supervised by
adults. Again the grey is never. So again it is showing this common theme. Iceland
has put a huge amount of money and investment into youth engagement and youths
being involved in supervised quality activities as a means of massive protective

factor that we could improve on.

Peer group, this was an interesting one, because we felt again we would consider that
there's a lot of peers at peer pressure and sometimes evidence shows us that you're
five or ten times more likely to do something if your peers are doing it but here they
are sort of say only 1% feel, 2%, 1%, except again the drink alcohol is that bit
higher. It's the 5%. There is a bit more peer pressure to drink alcohol than anything
else. Then if you break it down again by peers you can see it is quite similar except
that females will say most or all of their pupils their age are doing something. So
there's a perception we are trying to -- I am going back out to the schools now and
trying to say to them you think that all of you are doing this amount of stuff, even
though we are freaking out and it is high there is actually only a smaller percentage
doing of them actually doing it. So it is trying to let them know that while you think

everybody else is doing it they're actually not.

Community. So 83% think it's important to have a garda station to feel safe in their
community. 85% often feel safe in their neighbourhood. 6% volunteer. The reason
volunteering is in because it is a protective factor. 44% think it is very important to
have good lighting and footpaths. And 19% think it is very important to have good

relationship with your neighbours.

Wellbeing. So we're near the end of it now, guys. So 56% rate their mental health as

good or very good. 73% rate their physical health as good or very good. That is a
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bit of a shocker I think. It is quite low. 45% sleep eight hours or more a night. 41%
felt calm or relaxed most or all of the time in the last two weeks. Then broken down
by gender, again it is very similar but the big thing that stood out here again is that
43% of females rate their mental health as very good versus 70% of males. And
when | have gone back into schools I am asking them do you think that reflects that,
because we know in the past there has been a higher rate of suicide in young men
than females. So it is interesting, is that showing us that the males still feel they can't

express themselves, you know?

So this is just something we asked. There was a huge amount of questions on, but
one of the things we asked was: What are the type five features you would put in a
youth design if you were to create it? So out of many of them this is what they came
back with: A place to hang out with their friends; a place to meet new people; a safe
space to be by myself; a place to do new activities and try new things; and a
youth-specific space with a range of on-site indoor and outdoor activities.

Then we asked what are the top five activities you might like to try, and this was
interesting because there was literally over 40 things, there was everything that you
could possibly imagine on that list. So for this to come back, we were kind of, like,
cooking and baking? But, you know. Zip lining; outdoor gyms; cooking and
baking; art; and horse riding. So they're not asking us for huge amounts, some of
this might be actually doable. So I suppose what we're trying to show now, and
there's kind of an action plan in place, that higher rates of substance use are
associated with lower levels of reporting good mental and physical health. Not
getting enough sleep equals lower good mental health. Females reporting lower
levels of good mental health than males. Females reporting lower levels of physical
activity than males. Anxiety levels are high. Not enough engagement in supervised

activities outside of school.

So we are increasing parental awareness. That's the plan now, is we're making up |
suppose leaflets we can give out to parents and we're asking schools to let us in to
give first year parents, second year parents and third year parents the risk and
protective factors, things they can do that will help going forward and give them a bit

more of that deep information. There's a lot of things, like if they are out after
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midnight you can see they are using more substances. If they are spending a lot of
time doing physical activity they're increasing their mental health and not using more
substances. So even to show them. | was able to show them that actually the vaping,
63% of them are vaping with nicotine products, so | said to them I don't know if
that's your intention, that you want to start smoking, it's probably not but if you are
going to be taking it with nicotine all the time you're going to end up with one. Also,
27% of them said they're getting them in shops the vapes. And a reasonably high
percentage of them drinking in pubs as well. So they're things we need to think

about.

What Iceland has done, and it is something | would like to consider, is actually
speaking to Wicklow Chamber of Commerce, trying to speak to the local businesses
and ask them morally even please do not sell. These are where they are telling us

they are getting it, please do not sell to them.

This might be the last one, is it? Ideas continued. Yes, | was just saying that the
plan is in its infancy. Anyone with feedback, it is greatly appreciated. We are trying
to increase supervised youth activities. Integrate anxiety measures into daily life.
Increase time with family. And basically on the back of the data trying to put in
practical tangible things that we can hopefully decrease the numbers like Iceland
have. So that is it. Thank you very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you very much, Deborah. Thank you for the effort you
put in there. 1 know you feel like you skipped through it. There's an awful lot to
take in. But you can see the effort that has gone into this.

MS JORDAN: Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: It is tremendous and shocking | suppose to a certain degree.
MS JORDAN: Some of it.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Good and bad. 1 feel like a saint a little bit compared to what
they're up to nowadays, and | owe my mother and father apologies what | said at the
last AGM. Councillor O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. When I ask my
teenage boys do they want to watch a movie, and they roll their eyes to the back of
their heads. | just want to agree with you, Cathaoirleach, and pay tribute to Debs in

particular. And | know you don't want to be singled out or the spotlight put on you
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as an individual, but from the beginning of this process. Even pitching for the
Icelandic model to be something that Wicklow should do, do this piece of research,
every single step of the way you have been there, you have been championing, you
have been cajoling, bringing people together, supporting people to get on board.
And again for people to appreciate the delivery of this survey is a huge, huge
undertaking, and it involves a lot of relationship building and a lot of conversations.
And obviously young people are centred.

So just a couple of points, Cathaoirleach. Again, huge tribute to Debs. And I think
we are at the beginning now in a funny way that the research is done. There's a
phenomenal amount of data that comes from this, and data then challenges to decide
what are we going to do with this and how are we going to respond to it. And I
know and | appreciate that as a local authority there's domains of responsibility for
us and others that are for other actors, but I would love for the local authority to
explore what role it plays, Cathaoirleach, and how it can contribute positively to
what this data research tells us about the needs of young people. I'd love to even,
Debs, your piece around awareness raising as a critical factor, | would love,
Cathaoirleach, all the MDs to host an awareness raising sessions, and bring people in
on site and say here's the data, here's what is means for our MD, what are we going
to do about it, and bring both the public and relevant actors together. That places a
responsibility on us but also shows the community that we care about this and that

we want to play a role.

| am very struck in particular by outside after midnight. And again, any of us who
might be out and about might bump into those kids. And I think the layers beneath
that are also connected to young people who aren't safe at home, and that's why
they're out on the road and out on the street and out in fields. So there's layers, and |
think all the data probably has layers associated with it. I think also the piece around
that 44% of young people are saying that they don't feel like their wellbeing is good,
and that's 44% of this cohort of young people at a huge moment in their adolescence
are articulating, they're ticking the box that says my wellbeing is not good, and |
think that's alarming.

Then the last thing I'd say is that it is fascinating. | was a youth work convention last
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week with over 500 people from across Europe, and it is fascinating how young
people want spaces, they want to be in spaces. And the way they talk about it in
Europe is third spaces. So first space is home, second space can be school or work,
third spaces are spaces where people can gather with their peers, with others who
might be different to them or the same as them, but where they are safe and

connected and where they have opportunities to grow.

And the very last thing | would say is that | think the youth work sector has a huge
role to play, and again | have come across a lot of examples across Europe in
particular where municipalities have roles in the delivery and responsibilities around
the delivery of youth work, and that is something | think as well for this local
authority maybe to explore. To what degree are we connected with youth work
division? Because the spaces are really, really important but the people, the
intergenerational support that comes with a significant adult hosting those spaces or
being in those spaces or being available to young people I think is one of the biggest
protective factors. But brilliant presentation. | think there's so much more for people
to take from it if they get the reports and dig deep. Well done and thanks,
Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Deborah, | have four speakers if you don't mind.
MS JORDAN: Yes.

CATHAOIRLEACH: | know they're going to be brief. Councillor Richmond.
COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Thanks, Deborah, and thanks, Cathaoirleach. 1
suppose | come at this from two angles, both as a teacher and also as a parent of
three teenagers. | suppose there's a lot seen in there, and | suppose day-to-day as a
teacher you see it, but the one thing that comes back, the child's place and education
starts at home. And if that guidance isn't given and it has the knock-on -- like, in that
we looked at vape pens, whatever. We didn't look at weed pens. That's one in
secondary schools that is rising and rising. But also then whilst we're looking at the
mental health, and as you were saying we look at say suicide rates traditionally in
boys being higher than girls but speaking to a psychological counsellor recently he
said the levels of self-harming in teenage girls is astronomic. He says it's as a
common, bringing it back, as someone in the sixties, seventies and eighties trying a
cigarette as teenager. It is self-harming. That is something to be aware of. And it is

for adults and parents to become more aware of it.
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Just | suppose two things, and they're linked, in relation to sleep. Like, the sleep
directly links into social media. Like, we did a survey there in our own school, most
bullying happens between 10 at night and 4 in the morning. Now, what child of any
age should be in possession of a device at 4 o'clock in the morning? And then that
knocks on to the school refusal. County Wicklow has one of the highest proportion
of school refusal in the country. And that starts from mental health. And it's
important when this is rolled out, and to go to parents, that it is communicated in the
correct way, because there are cases where we see that parents either want to go right
school, it's up to you to teach them what's right and wrong. But it's that education
piece, it does start at home.

MS JORDAN: It is back to the whole it takes a village thing, isn't it? And we had a
conference there in the Royal College of Surgeons, they only spend 11% of time in
school, do you know? So that is why a big part of it is going to be disseminating this
information to parents you know in particular.

CATHAOIRLEACH: | have two more speakers.

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Snell, you're online, do you want to come in?
COUNCILLOR SNELL: Yeah, and, thanks, Cathaoirleach. And I just want to that
Deborah and thank her for determination to see this out, and I know this is only the
beginning the process, but | can go back almost two years ago when Deborah first
raised this in regards to the Regional Drugs and Alcohol Task Force and the body of
works that needed to take place. I think a huge collation of data from young people
that we can learn from. And | say that to all of us, because by and large most Elected
Members, I'd say every Elected Members without fear or contradiction has
sometimes been involved either the community voluntary sector or certainly the
sporting sector. And if you go through the data that Deborah has, and it's only a
snippet of what she was able to give today, but the overall data that she's collated,
like at one time we all said that if you had kids involved in sports you know you
were really playing your part, you could keep them occupied, difficult years from
children to teenagers, up to 18, you really played your part and now we discover that
the young people themselves are saying that they're more inclined to be exposed to
alcohol if they're part of a team sport. And that was a little bit of a shock, but it is the

facts. And you know, we look at the likes of vaping. Vaping unfortunately,
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Deborah, as you know we can go to the Chamber of Commerce and | certainly
wouldn't encourage you to, but there's businesses out there who are built on greed
and making money out of young people to be putting a flavour to make it attractive
for young people, teenagers. And | would just say that I sit on the KWETB with the
Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council, Councillor O'Brien, Councillor Cronin
and Councillor Fortune and I think this information really would be something that
we would be interested in as four members of the KWETB to bring to that forum as
well. And | know you're getting great support from the Director Michael Nicholson
there and his team, and you know the SPC as well, the community and social
development section. Because there's a lot of information that we can all go through,
and we can all learn from. And | just want to say that thanks to your endeavours and
certainly your determination to bring this to where it is at this stage, but as | say, the
amount of work done but there is a huge amount of work to continue on. As | say,
there's no point in having it gathering dust now. We have to get out into the
community, sporting clubs, voluntary clubs, and all the other organisations. But
thanks to Wicklow County Council and East Coast Regional Task Force and all the
other agencies out there that are putting their shoulder to the wheel because
ultimately we have to protect our youth. | want to thank Deborah wholeheartedly.
Thanks, Cathaoirleach.

MS JORDAN: Thanks, John.

CATHAOIRLEACH: I have one more speaker. Just before I go on, Councillor
Snell is right. There's five of us on the KWETB.

MS JORDAN: | am more than happy to present in that space, Chair.
CATHAOIRLEACH: | am actually the chair of the KWETB. And I know
Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin is on it as well. Councillor Langrell.
COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Cathaoirleach, it is more
a massive thank you to Barbara. | joined the task force nearly a year ago now and |
suppose it is all new to me. And the trojan work that this lady put into this task force
is absolutely amazing. | never met you until | joined the task force and | have
learned a lot from you. So | would like to thank you for the hard work you are
putting into this. And I do agree with one thing Councillor Richmond said, talking
about drugs and alcohol around the table with your teenagers. | have three teenage
daughters, one is not at that age yet, but my two older ones, absolutely around the

dinner table, sit around, have your chats about it. And Deborah, apologies, | called
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you the wrong name. But yeah, no, but a massive well done to you, Deborah.

MS JORDAN: Thanks very much. And just before --

CATHAOIRLEACH: Do you want to wrap up, Deborah, and take the praise?

MS JORDAN: I'm done now. I just wanted to say I'm also the drive liaison for the
drug intimidation piece in Wicklow as well. That is part of the -- we connect to the
sustainable tenancy team. Thank you very much for letting me speak. Much
appreciated. And if anybody needs more information or anything you know where |
am.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you very much. 1 think a round of applause.
(Applause.) Okay, spot on time as well. So we're going to be deal with suspension
of standing orders here. Councillor O'Neill, seconded by Councillor Snell. The
suspension of standing orders reads: "To call on the Council to oppose the
application by Avon, Blessington to the Department to provide international
protection accommodation at Avon, Burgage, Blessington. If granted, it could
remove access on the present shared driveway to the Blessington Greenway which
would require a new entrance/roadway and could impinge on the lands where
planning has been granted for 106 new social houses.” Councillor O'Neill, would
you like to come in?

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Yeah. Justto elaborate a little on that, Cathaoirleach,
you know. This has been going on for a while here, where Avon have had the doors
open for the refugees and now they have an application in there, which | have a copy
of: "The Department has received an expression of interest whereby there is
international protection accommaodation in Avon in Blessington. The property is
already providing accommodation for some people seeking international protection.”
That's a letter from the Department. But it is a contradiction there already because
they are using the Avon at the moment for refugees, for people seeking protection,
and yet they're asking again here.

Now, these are the same people linked to the -- they are the same people Kippure
Lodge who built 65 houses without any planning permission. These are the same
people who took 3 acres of Council land which I raised in this chamber three year
ago without any consultation with Wicklow county staff. And they're the same
people now that they're actually charging in, they got the 3 acres of land in

Blessington for people to park and then you go through a barrier and pay €2 at the
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time to get into the land, on your own land. So you have to pay €2 to park on your
own land. Anyway what is going on here at the moment is that the whole Avon, they
hope to turn the whole lot into an IPAS centre, that's what their aim is and that is
what they are asking for. That is going to cause us a terrible lot of issues. | know I
am speaking here not only as councillor, but I had calls this morning from members
of the forum, we talked about this with the town team the other day. So there's a lot
of people really, really worried and concerned about this.

What they are doing actually is, there's one drive into the Avon, it has been used by
anyone that wanted access the Avon for the last 20-odd years, but now if this IPAS
centre goes ahead it will mean that there will be security at the top of the road, more
than likely at the top of the road, which means that the Avon will be cut off. And the
reason why we're concerned is that it's the same entrance that is used to access the
greenway. So there will be no -- unless, as I looked at the site the other day with the
engineer, and the only alternative is to build a new road into the Avon or into the

greenway through the Avon, the 32 acres of land.

And probably what people are more annoyed about is that these people in Avon, they
have evicted several Irish people, national families out of there, and non-national
families, to make room for the IPAS people. They're getting €82 per person per day
for IPAS. And that is what it is in black and white. It is the first time in the country
it has happened that people are being removed. This also includes 98 Ukrainians.
Now, | believe they are being looked after in other parts of the county. But itisa
fierce inconvenience to those 98 people. They have jobs in the town, schoolteachers.
Their children go to school there. And yet everyone is being uprooted and thrown on
the side of the road for these people again to make big money out of the national
protection. It's totally wrong.

And we would also be concerned with the Minister's announcement there yesterday
or the day before or whenever it was, about this 700 houses, the scheme to build 700
houses in three local authority areas and we being one of them. And one of these
sites is the Burgage site where there's 106 houses going up. Now, if there has to be,
say if we have to build a new road into the Avon to get people to the greenway that

would actually mean that more than likely again, more than likely, that the housing
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there would be -- there would have to be adjustments to those 106 houses. So this is
a total, total mess. It shouldn't happen. So all I'm asking for really is for Wicklow
County Council to absolutely oppose the building of these houses. We shouldn't
tolerate any of it, you know. They're breaking every rule in the book and for us to go
along any further with this is morally wrong, apart from anything else it is absolutely

wrong.

I mean the whole spirit of the town, it's a good auld town Blessington and it is an
area there, I have known the Avon for a long time, it could be a great little tourist
spot, but now it's turning into -- the people running who are it -- and again, | am on
record and everyone in the country knows, | am not anti-refugee whatsoever, but |
am totally against people throwing non-nationals -- | had a nurse there from the
Philippines, she was eight years in a house in the Avon, she was thrown out of there.
She's gone. | don't even know where she is. She's in a desperate way. After
spending eight years there, she was paying her rent, never missed a penny rent,
€1,800 per month. But they can make, as | say, between 9 and 11 grand a month out
of the other people. So they are dumping non-nationals out to get more money. So
this is our golden opportunity to take the wind out of their sails in a big way and get
the input in there to stop the carry on. Thanks, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Snell, you seconded it. Is there
anything you would like to add rather than repeat anything?

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Yes. Just unfortunately, Cathaoirleach, it's coming back to
the question in regards to elected -- the lack of consultation, public consultation,
community engagement. And | say that with hand on heart. We've all experienced,
and it doesn't matter if you're from the west or the south, it doesn't matter a damn
what municipal district you're from, and it's not just the six Elected Members of
West Wicklow, it's the TDs, it's the senators, and more importantly it's our officials
in Wicklow County Council who are kept in the dark. And I think it's getting to the
stage now where we really have to send a strongly worded letter that it's too late
coming to talk about community after the horse has bolted and that's -- we've seen a
lifeline. These are the same individuals. Their former business partners were the
people who thought it was a great idea to put all those people into a field in
Annamoe just on the border of Glendalough. This is the same business partners, you

know, that's flaunted the planning law within this county council and forced our
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officials to go to the High Court. So I think really if we're going to have an honest
debate it has to start with proper community engagement. And you know we can
discuss everything else thereafter but for here and now it is very wrong that six
councillors from West Wicklow are playing catch up in regards to information and
the public are getting more information than we as 32 Elected Members and our
initials of the county council | have no doubt are being kept in the dark as well.
That's the only thing | wanted to add, is the lack of proper community engagement.
Three people are part of the community engagement team for the whole country.
God knows all the members in the chambers, some of yous have had opportunity to
meet them, as | have. It is not what | would call proper community engagement. |
fully support where my colleague Councillor O'Neill is coming from and the
councillors from West Wicklow. Thank you, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Councillor Patsy Glennon.
COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Yes, the points raised by Councillor O'Neill are very
valid. There's a lot of concern. As was mentioned earlier, West Wicklow feels that
it is being unfairly burdened numbers-wise. | don't like to get into specific cases, but
| can tell you there is a lot of concern and anger is boiling with it at the moment and
will raise the temperature considerably if there's a further IPAS centre granted. As |
already said earlier in the meeting, 755 out of a total of 1,425 in the entire county.
More than half are already situated in the Baltinglass Municipal District in the West
Wicklow end of it. And people are just getting, they're getting, reaching boiling
point and | think it needs to be addressed. | really think you need to -- | think
long-term we should have our own route to the greenway. | don't think we should be
depending on putting private enterprise in an advantageous position by sending cars
in where they pay to park. We should have our own. And if there's pay for parking
let us get it as a council. Thank you.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Hear, hear.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Mulhall online.

COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, I just want to say
that | am in support of this motion from Councillor O'Neill and Councillor Snell. |
just wanted to outline some concerns that I think need to be put on the record some
of which have been mentioned. The proposal by the Department to potentially
establish an IPAS centre at Avon, it raises a number of issues. In my opinion, it is

well beyond the remit of what the Department would normally look at. | think week
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in week out we see the Department damaging communities without care or concern.
Firstly, we acknowledge that if this application is granted it could jeopardise access
to the Blessington greenway as per Councillor O'Neill's motion. Access is currently
a driveway. This would not only damage the vital amenity developed with enormous
community input. ...(inaudible)... or any planning PPP houses ...(inaudible)... the
announcement last week. 1 think that alone calls for pause or the ESB as stakeholder
as well. Secondly, | am a hundred percent supportive of the Ukrainian contract that
was in place and is still in place until August 6th, the concern ...(inaudible)... time of
crisis and could have done so into the future. These families integrated into the local
communities and now are being dispersed elsewhere. However, now that the
Department has drawn a line under that arrangement | think this moment should be a
reset, a turning point where the Avon reverts to its own stage as being a tourism
accommodation provider. And to be honest, Blessington has no tourist
accommodation in the town itself. Wicklow County Council and others are
committed to Blessington, the greenway project. And now the only accommodation
site is at risk of being lost to another use, if this goes ahead. Now what is the future
of tourism in Blessington at all? | think beyond that then there's small independent
sole traders operating food trucks and more at the Avon site, hard-working local
businesses that are already suffering due to uncertainty, they'll be devastated by any
change in use, and their livelihoods will be erased. Finally, the Avon site is the only
location in the town which has physical access to the ...(inaudible)... It really is an
irreplaceable amenity. Whilst this Council may not have final say on IPAS, and we
are well aware of that, but I think we do have a voice and we must be clear we do not
support any application to cut off access to the Blessington greenway, we do not
support any move that could impede access to the Council-owned lands or for
housing, and we do not support any action leading to removal or destruction of small
local traders operating. | think we can use this motion to send a clear and united
message to the Department that we will not stand by while assets are put at risk
without proper consultation or justification. | think Wicklow deserves better and
certainly Blessington certainly deserves much better. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. | have no other speakers. | have a
motion before me, | have a proposer and a seconder, unless there's any objections the
motion is carried. Okay. | have no objection. So the motion is carried, Councillor

O'Neill, okay. Thank you very much. We now go on to item number 11,
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correspondence. Helen.

MS PURCELL: Just one piece of correspondence which has been circulated to the
members. That is Circular FO405 relating to the nomination of candidates for the
Presidential Election. So it just gives brief detail that: "Every candidate who is not a
former or retiring president must be nominated either by not less than 20 persons
each of whom is at the time a member of the House of Oireachtas or by the councils
of not less than four local authorities as defined by law, and councils may by
resolution resolve to nominate one candidate.” So the date hasn't been set as yet,
there is no order in relation to the Presidential elections, but this is just outlining the
process and just drawing that to the attention of Elected Members, particularly those
who haven't been involved before.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Helen. That's all the correspondence, yes.
Perfect. Okay. | have two notices of motions. Number 1: Notice of motion in the
name of Councillor Stephen Stokes, seconded by Councillor Lourda Scott who is not
here but I am happy to second it, supported by myself and Councillor Mulhall of
Wicklow County Council: "Calls on the NTA to introduce regular clinics for public
representatives similar to those provided those provided by Uisce Eireann. This is to
discuss local transport issues.” So you can see why | waited to discuss it now,
Councillor Fortune, the NTA. Councillor Stokes.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. My experience like many
other councillors is that liaising with the National Transport Authority can be a
challenging business. | do appreciate that there is a dedicated email address for
public representatives to contact, although I have noticed that the response time
seems to be getting longer and is now weeks rather than days. And when you do get
a response it does not always resolve the root issue that you have actually raised.
When the NTA presented to Wicklow County Council in October of 2024 there was
a comprehensive questions and answers session and furthermore there was a
commitment to return to this Council chamber. Hugh Cregan, who is now the
interim Chief Executive, also agreed that the NTA would attend a meeting of the
Transport Infrastructure Delivery and Emergency Services SPC, however when we
sought that meeting for the Transport SPC they changed the -- the NTA changed
their position. This is likely because they're very busy and in fairness to the NTA
there are many important projects they are working on. That said, as public

representatives we are tasked with improving the needs of local communities. And |
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have heard many valuable contributions from both the members of this Council and
the officials of Wicklow County Council about transport issues, sometimes inside the
chamber and sometimes outside. This proposal is trying to bridge the gap of
communication rather than just an annual meeting where somebody says, right, that's
County Wicklow ticked off the list for another year. What we're trying to do is build
real and lasting engagement. Now Uisce Eireann already offer regular clings, and |
would encourage the National Transport Authority to help us further assist our
communities and all we're seeking is to be fully engaged partners and working for
positive change. So that's it. Thank you, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: You're welcome, Councillor. And it would have been nice to
have a few more in the chambers that were harking on about the NTA to hear what
you said there but | understand they have to leave. Does anybody else want to come
in? Councillor Fortune?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: No, no. | am happy with what he said. 1 just think we
can communicate until the cows come home, but my interest is: How do we make it
happen? How does it happen? Because there's a total lack of respect for our
position. That's my concern. That's what I pick up. And I don't know how we solve
that. But you've heard me go on about this before, the lack of respect for local public
reps is getting worser and worser as the fella says so someone has to say something
about it.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Graham Richmond.
COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I will be brief. It's just to
support this matter but it is just as an aside, but I think this sums up the NTA. We
literally got a message there to say the Wicklow MD currently has three outstanding
issues with the NTA and no response. And that just sums it up. It's probably of any
authority, the lack of regard, as Councillor Stokes said there, for public reps simply
it's unacceptable. And it's about time they actually started giving us answers and
none of this. Like to be honest if they were to come in here next week and give
another presentation what's the point? They don't listen. And we just got to feel
heard. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Dermot O'Brien.
COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. | have a very
vivid memory or watching the engagement that day and in my mind thinking, maybe

| actually said it, that they probably forget that Wicklow even exists by the time they
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land back in Dublin on the 131 or whatever. But one thing I think, again with the
proposal to set up clinics, maybe we should do some of the thinking around that as
well in terms of how, the how of that, the operational, because | am sure there's a lot
of boundaries that need to be in place and a lot of nuance around how a clinic might
operate so that it is worthwhile and beneficial to all the parties involved. So I don't
know whether they might give a broad yes and then get stuck into the terms of
reference or whether we can entice them by giving them a flavour of what it might
look like. But I very much support the motion. Thanks.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Maybe it is something the chair of the Transport SPC might
come back with, some maybe terms of reference, so we can go with a decent
concrete plan rather than saying we want a clinic and that's it. So maybe | will leave
that with you, Councillor. And you're happy enough to proceed? Perfect. Thank
you. Item number 2: Notice of motion in the name of Councillor Winstanley and
proposed and seconded by Councillor Danny Alvey: "That Wicklow County
Council in the interests of public safety and accessibility creates a bye-law requiring
all waste collection companies operating within the county to ensure that their
employees when collecting and emptying bins replace the bins back to the location
where they were found, typically against a wall or boundary, and in a manner that is
safe and does not cause a hazard to visually impaired individuals or others with
disabilities. It is noted that bins left obstructing footpaths or placed haphazardly
after collection can create significant dangers for people with visual impairments and
other mobility challenges. By enacting such a bye-law the Council would enhance
safety and accessibility for all residents. We understand that the Council would need
to formally adopt a bye-law to enable it to require bin collection companies to
comply with these safety measures. This proposal is inspired by a similar bye-law
adopted by Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, and we request that Wicklow
County Council consider implementing a comparable regulation.” Do you want to
come in on it?

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: So the issue of bins comes up regularly and we
see it a lot within kind of disability advocacy circles, and as a Council we actively
support the Make Way Day campaign which is actively raising awareness of the
issue. The Disability Network that's coordinated by Bray and North Wicklow Area
Partnership, which is a group of all kind of disability organisations within the county,

have made this one of their priority pieces of work and they're really struggling to
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make contact with the bin companies. They've been trying to do some advocacy
work and to try and set things up more informally, but they are finding that that is
not working. So we were very, | suppose, interested in what Dun
Laoghaire-Rathdown had already done. So in 2019 they introduced their own
bye-law, and so this has the bins being put to a wall or to a boundary and they have
also got time limits so that bins have to be off the pavements by 10 am, and we
would like Wicklow to do something similar.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Alvey.

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, I just want to acknowledge
residents here in our own district, Michael Griffith and Deirdre Pemberton, and all
those in the Wicklow Visually Impaired Group have been actively campaigning for
this. You will know they attended a recent Wicklow Municipal District meeting and
raised this at our district meeting, which all six of our councillors supported and said
we would bring it to the attention of the Council. Councillor Winstanley was already
working away on this. | think this motion would be something that would benefit
those with visual impairments but also those using moving mobility aids who can't
physically move the bins when they come across them on the side of the road. There
are a lot of different bin companies operating in the county now, some of them better
than others, but | have seen it myself, when you're out and about you can see some of
the bins in the middle of the day just strewn all across the roads and footpaths, and it
might be easy for us to side step it and continue along the path, but if somebody is
using a mobility scooter or a wheelchair they have to dangerously then go out onto
the road. So I think this is a very practical measure, and there is precedent there in
terms of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown having a similar bye-law so | would appreciate
everybody's support for this.

CATHAOIRLEACH: I do have a response, but | am going to keep going for a
moment. Councillor O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Thanks very much, Cathaoirleach. A deadly,
a brilliant motion, and again very driven by I think the experience of people. And if
there's -- you know sometimes you have a motion is a request for something to
change and then somebody might say resources and enforcement and this is going to
cost and we might not be able to do it, and I think the Dun Laoghaire model again
tells us that it's very much self-enforced. There's relationship building with the

providers, there is awareness raising so that they buy into it. Why wouldn't they?
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And then there's a model that self-enforced and then built on the complaints space.
So there isn't necessarily inspectors going out to check whether you are doing it right
or wrong but that there is a commitment to letting the public guide us in the success
or otherwise. So I think it is a very strong motion, and it has potential again to serve
those who have a need in this regard. Thanks.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Behan.

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Yeah, Cathaoirleach, | want to commend the two
Councillors for the motion. 1 think it is absolutely excellent. Very, very timely. |
have noticed over the last few years things have got worse, certainly in Bray, in the
estates that | would be familiar with, where not alone are bins not placed properly
back at the boundary they are often just placed in the middle of the road. And there's
absolutely no excuse for it. And by the way, the bin companies will tell you there's a
certain way you're supposed to present the waste for them to collect it; the bin has to
be turned around a certain way, so the label is facing out and so on. It is one of the
drawbacks of the decision made back in 2000 to privatise the waste collection
service in this county. Because what you have now is profit, profiteers seeking to
make the last penny they possibly can on providing a bin collection with the smallest
number of workers. And it is great pity that we don't have the control we used to
have over the service. But I do think if it is possible to pass the bye-law and then to
implement the bye law it's something that we certainly should do, and | think the
people of the county will thank us for it.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Helen, would you like to read out the response
there, please.

MS PURCELL: Yeah. So the response is: "Wicklow County Council note the
concerns raised in this notice of motion. In light of Councillor Winstanley's notice of
motion the Climate, Environment, Recreation and Amenity Directorate when
reviewing all waste bye-laws, which is scheduled for quarter 3/2025, will amend the
bye-laws, where possible, to align with these suggestions and alleviate the issue of
bins left obstructing footpaths and in so doing eliminate the danger that this poses for
people with visual impairments and other mobility challenges. Draft versions of the
new bye-laws will go on public display and will then be brought before the Climate
Action, Biodiversity, Environment, Energy, Marine, Recreation and Amenity
Strategic Policy Committee for noting ahead of full Council meeting for final

approval.”
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CATHAOIRLEACH: You should be happy with that.

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: | am very happy.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Like what the other Councillors said, well done on bringing a
common-sense motion to the chair -- or to the floor, sorry. So, as they say, that is
that for me. And I just have one more announcement through Helen to make.

MS PURCELL: We have two meetings next Monday. We have the special meeting
at half 11 in relation to the Blessington plan followed by soup and sandwiches in the
canteen, and at 2 o'clock we have the annual meeting which will be followed again
by refreshments in the canteen. Thanks.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you all. And we will see you next week.

(Meeting concluded - 4:56 pm)
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